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enx'p. I. 

** A DOQy' said a gfave-faced ta*bb^ cat, 

to a companion of the same nature as 

herself, as they Sat togethet upon the top of 

a sunny waD, " is thought so ipuch of by 

his master, white I, except some old lady 

lakes notice of me, of some squalling 

child, whose mothef, to prevent his 

:Cfying, puts me into his ai'ms, let *me 

:',^*iy ^^d mew ever so touch, am totally 

^p' tlisregarded; and th6ugli he pulls me up by 

^;} -the neck ready to choke me, I dare «ot use 
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2 THE ADVENttfRES 

the weapons given na^for my defence; if 
I do, I am beat and raved at by the foolish 
woman, while the child is allowed to do 
what he will, and let him hurt.me ever so 
much, the excuse is mside fo: him tliat he 
knoAi'S no better, while I am supposed to 
understand I must not Ijurt him ; besides, 
* the cat likes it,' says she ; we cats you 
'^ know are said to have nine lives^P' 

*' Ah ! that such a notion had never been 
taken up !'* interrupted the other, ** many a 
time have I suffered fromsuch a supposition, 
and that of our always faULng ob pur legs 
is. another equially as bad for us ; I ca» 
speak feelingly of tlii^ also, fov though I 
have ofi:ea beea tossed ia the air by the 
boys in our house, and as &equei^ly |ell 
on. my back as my le^s» they will not be 
convinced that there is ik> truth in the as- 
seriipn, but ?re continually soaking the 
experiment again and again /^ 

<< Pray where do you live,'^ said her com* 
jK^niou, " that you talk of boys ? sjarelyjaot^a^ 
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•n 

tbait school-b owse where I have se often con- 
gratulated myself, I ajm not an inmate ; 
better, say I, to be at the mercy of one 
child than twenty or thirty great boys as 
I suppose you are ; but why do you stay 
4here? Cats at ipa^t have this advantage, 
' that if Aey like not their present situation^ 
they may at any time retnove witlWout the 
dagger of. being inquired after as dogs aye ; ^ 
but they, as I said before, are too. much 
the fevdrites of their masters to be lost even 
for a day ^Mithout a seal'ch being made for 
them : nay, the crier with his bell is em- 
ployed, »ad the w^)iole town is acquainted 
with the n^^ster'« losfe/^ ■' , 

^^ I ^ave a r^son for not leaving 
tluyn, which perhaps you cannot guess,^' 
replied the othsr; ** there is one dear 
little boy who kindly treats me. Alas! 
poQr fellow^ he seems as .much to 
rejoice in having me ifor- his friend^ 
as I do in has compsiny ; he would feel as 
much at the \<x& of me as I should, were 
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4 THE ADVENTURES 
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any thing to take him from the school. 
Often has he interceded for me when the 
bigger boys have been making the cruel 
experiment I told you of, and when he has 
not been able to prevail, has cried to see 
my sufferings ; and when I have made my 
escape, he has found out my retreat, and 
come with whatever he could beg of the 
maids,^ or coa:^ them out of, sometimes a 
little milk, or a few scraps of cold meat, 
and by every kind expression he has en* 
deavoured to recompense the ill treatment 
I receive. * Ah, poor puss 1^ he will say, 
* you don't know how I love you, how I 
wish you were at home with my dear 
mamma and myself, you should not be 
treated so;' and then he will stroke my 
head and kiss me, and the moment he 
thinks he hears any of the other boys 
coming, he pijts me down and bids me 
run away, while he will never tell which 
way I take ; but it is generally behind a 
great tree in the play-ground, or a hedge in 
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the yard that we m^et, and are seldom in-, 
terrupted. No! no! I can never leave 
my dear little friend while he remains: i^ji 

the school; but if he were gone, I should 

♦ If 

not long remain among them, though upon 
the whole I fiore pretty well. It is hut 
seldom I get into their hands, Ibeing abte 
to conceal myself in many places they 
know nothing of ; and as to mylivirig,-! 
am not badl^^ off for that, in such a place 
there are many nice morsels which are 
thrown by disregarded. Your situation is 
worse • th^a mine, 1 think; I may rather 
ask you the question,, why you do«i%bt 
leave it ?^^ -. . * 

"I sometimes think of it,^^ answered 
her companion, " but like not to do any 
thing in a hurry ; I have seen much of 
the worlcf, and many places where I have 
fered worse. I am f&nd of meditation, 
and while upon this wall my young tor- 
mentor cannot find me, and it is always in 
my power to keep out of his reach, I can 
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generally tefl when his mother calls me^ 
whether she has got any. thing for me to^ 
«at^ or if it is only to quiet her dbrhngi 
boy, and act aoGrordingljv thottgh I am 
80HietH»es taken in by finding, after I haive 
had a good meal, I am expected to make a 
fetum by suffering quietly the pinches and 
ptiHs ^{ the dear little George^, as he ife. 
Jcalied/ 

•'I should like,'' said lli# other, *^ to- 
hear some of your former adventures, ^ 
you say you have been i» various places ; 
do tell me what you have met v^^th in. 
tiiem ? Were it not lor. my young friehd, 
I before spoke of, I should ceYtaSniy go 
dbroad mbrfii, and see a little' mcn^ M the 
world 2SL yt^u. caE it, foir 1 have much curi- 
.osi/fy'; cannot you^^ratify it by giving me 
sonie accdUnt of what I am to expect/' 

M I cannot give you a very exact ac- 
count,.'' said the grave-foced Tabby, '*^foi" 
I have gone through so many sceiies that 
most of them I h?!ve forgotten; few q^ts> 
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ftavte.sfeen nKM^e, but,- from the time I left • 
the basket in which I was narsed by a' 
©end^f mother,' \tho would not suffer the 
i^vind to blow upon me, or the gentlest 
haiii} to touch iHe, if she could help it, I 
have never tbund any treatment like her's; 
&ough, when she left me to the wide 
worid, we neither of us seemed* to care 
any tott^^erfor each other; I had four bro- 
thers and sisters who were brought into 
the world at the same time, but for whom. 
»he seemed to care but little, as when the- 
'footmsm of the house in whieh I was bom 
•Idok thifem away iwm hei-, ihe made l>ut 
few lamentations; having left me she ap*- 
p^red ^tisfied, and all her care and re- 
gard was centered in myself. After spend- 
ing die Usual time with her, I was allowed 
ft>a^wl about the basket; but no-soqner 
was I f<:yund capable of doing this, than I 
\va& ordered to be brought from the dark 
doset in whi^h my mother nursed me^. 
irtto a parlour, in which, though I 4iad 
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8 THE ADVENTURER 

opened my eyes before, the light was feo 
strong that.I feared becoming quite bhnd, 
and could see no one to whom I was in- 
troduced, ' Lay her in my lap/ says one ; 
' no, no; put her here/ says another; 
* let her lie upon this cushion/ said a 
third. In short, there seemed so many 
voices, that I cried out as lustily as I could, 
while my poor mother, who had secretly 
followed the man who brought. me there, 
made a much louder noise in answer to my 
cries, jand many attempts to reach me while 
in his hand. ^ Put her down/ said an 
older lady, who till then had remained 
silent, and who was instantly obeyed. At 
the same moment my mother caught m^ 
up by the neck, and had the door been open 
I should have been carried to our warm 
basket ; however, she took me under one of 
the farthest chairs in the room, and there 
she licked me all over, kindly endeavouring 
to remove my fears by assuring me I was 
safe with her. We were suffered to re- 
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main quiet till I had recovered my fright ; 
^and when I ventured to open my eyes, I 
saw several children sitting round the fire 
with a lady who seemed to be their 
mother. She presently ordered me to be 
taken away, and said I was yet too young 
to.afford thenrany amusement ; my mother 
followed the same man who first took me 
firom her, and )ve were soon safe in the 
basket, congratulating each other in being 
once more in otir own territories. But I 
was not suffered to remain there long: 
without notice ; whenever my mother left 
me, which now she ventured to do sorne-^ 
times for two or three hours together, some 
of the young oi^es I had before seen came 
to visit me. At first I was as much 
alarmed as before ; but after being a little 
used to their faces, I felt pleased ^o see 
them, and even wished to be able to re-.- 
turn their visits by finding the way to the 
parlour myself, which I was half inchned 
to do, as my mother seemed to absent 
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Herself mdre thaiV nsual from me. Once, 
t^hen »he left me for a* whole morning, I 
crept to the edge of the basket, and ven- 
tured to use my legs in jumping down;: 
when my feet touched the floor I was quite 
pleased and astonished at the ease w^rth- 
which I walked^ Not knowing which way 
4o go, I followed the lights though I could 
hot help crying all the way ; I should have 
been very happy to have met my mother,, 
to have had her direction and protection.. 
I keenly felt her neglect of me, apd kept- 
raising my voice in hopes she would come ; 
but she was out of bearing, and I eon-^ 
eluded mj^SelT quite forgotten by her.. 
. Seeing a door open at the fend of the pas* 
sage I was in, I made the best of my way 
to it, and found it was the same parlour I 
hadbeen carried to before. Themojnentl 
entered, someof my former visitors perceiv- 
ed me ; ' Oh V said they*^ ' here is the little 
kitten; poor thing! how she cries and 
trembles ;' and one of the young ladies. 



»f frh<Hn I was not now so mtrch afiraid,^ 
lifdd me down before tfee fire. I soon f^f 
the benefit of thrs, but still my to^sriety 
fci' my mother made me contiftiie to cry. 
* She is hungry/- said a* pretty little gir! ; 
^ I will go and fetfch her^some milk ;' and' 
soon they began fo prove their kindness to^ 
me, ftrf So they intended it, though I had 
some dillknlty in thinking; it such. In the 
first place,, they warmed it orer the fire, 
ate they said it would- hurt me to drink it 
Cold, and then they held my head so tight 
over the saucfer it was in, and put my 
motith so close to the milk, that 1 was 
B'ke to be stmngled By theiir endeavours to 
feed me in^ a manner so unusual to me. 
F could not cry out now, for my breath 
;H^as nearly stopped * and instead of lap- 
ping; "a!* thfey wishied, 6ji my smuggles 
was for liberty to hold my head up, which 
when they allowed me ta do, 1 found my 
tongue useful in cleaning my Whiskers and 
fece from the milk which hung about them. 
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This was the first time I had ever tried to 
eat in this way ; but I soon found it much 
easier to feed myself, than to be fed by 
them. To see me eat was all they wished ; 
and I ob&erved all their faces bent quite 
close to the ground, to watch my every 
motion. 'Oh, she eats !^ said they, all 
at once ; * poor thing ! I am sure she 
was hungry, she enjoys it very much;' 
and then, in a moment, the jsaucer was 
taken a\> ay, lest it should be too hot for 
me* At this time I heard my mothefs 
vdice at the door, and all my attention 
was arrested by it ; th^ children heard it 
likewise, and some desired she might not 

* * 

be suffered to come in, lest she ^should 
again carry me away ; however, some of 
the older ones said it was very cruel to 
keep me from her, and qur mutual cries 
prevailed, for I raised my voice as loud 
as her's the moment 1 heard the well- 
known sound. The door was therefore 
opened, and I was soon in her aims ; but 
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she did not, as before, attempt to take me 
away ; indeed, she seemed t9 feel so much 
joy at again meeting with me', sis to think 
of nothing else,> and I wpndered that I 
could ever doubt- of her love, and I coiild 
not once reproach her for having left me. 
Having, as she told me, returned to the 
basket, and not finding me there, all her 
fears were raised, and by smelling out my 
footsteps, she traced me to the parlour- 
door. She seemed' to enjoy the warm 
^ carpet and fire -as much as mysejf, as 
neither, of the children attempted to touch 
us, not hut: they continued to watch iis 
very np^rowly, ^id that they might do it 
more conveniently, placed themselves on 
the floor, and lye were quite sun:ounded 
by tl^em, when a loud rap at the door 
made them all jump up, declaring their 
mother was come ho^ie ; :and at this^ mews 
they seem^ tp feel 9s much pleasure ^ I 
did to meet with mine. When «he en- 
tered th6 room, axid had takem off her 



t* THE A»rBJWintES 

thing*, they bade her loefc at ii», '-Oh,^ 
mamina!' the Httle kitten came'liere by 
herself/ said' they, * and waA ^ (J^lft and 
hungry you catn^tkHink,.- «o we* ' got* ^ htet 
*Mne ffiiFk/ and she^^te it, do yovt know ?' 
In shorty the whole story was told, and 
Ifie inquiries dh^ kindly made, a^, whe^ 
ther they had not hwt m^? and if they 
had let ifne- haEVe rty liberty?, were an*- 
swered to hersath^facti^i.. 
' ** My mother now began to move, and 
^e ^(ybt Was^^ imnikediately open^d,^ that if> 
ihe- liked it »he might go out,- attd I was 
Wfi^red to foll^t^'^ her^ while all the^ chil- 
*fetf Ifeok^ wishfdfly ^ftcSr me, tilH* heard 
thfei^ ttioth'er jiroiA!*^ them I dhonM'be al- 
icHvefl to come back again 'whenever 1 
jpleased. iftfter ' this time my mother left* 
Bfee fre(jnently, and ^t' became reeoneiled 
to her absence, -and- Vr^ soon abte to pro-' 
tidte for myself. r'*ft6h visited the par-^ . 
tour^atid'fbund myself ireiy hapjiy there. 
I play6d^ with the children, rolled every 



ii»ng r c6uld m#et^itK abmit the coout^. 
laind tan dftex^ the cork which. thejT' hacl 
tied to a ^ring, jusr as fliejr wished iii«r; 
in shorty J jumped and skipped about 
quite at my ease, 3Ad W^ dimd of mc^ 
thing, till one day a •^nmdaaftan caihe int6 
the^Toom, and brought a dog Wtth hinit the 
first I ever saw,, nor had I ever heard! o£ 
thenpi before, but I hav^ ^iftce foimd tibial 
they are our greatest enemfesl . I &lt aa 
«uiu9uat f^ai^ od seeii^ him tnt&R, and yet 
had fiot time to escape beii^e lie ftew vipfxk 
tne. He eaught h<>l!d of my ear, anift I 
have the marks of his teeth to tliis day^: 
for he took a piece cjaite out^ of it ; do yoit 
*K>tseeit?^ 

"Oh, yes!'^ said the cither^ shakiiM[ 
her head, " I Ib^cm what bittei^ caseihies- 
^yare; but jMray go o»." i> t 

** AH the children i»creamed out,^^ con^ 
litiued thd Tabby, • M and I shoukL mpA 
have beeti torn in pseoes, had not their 
^kiee ia^ the geiiilteinan cill &im offl 
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I was Ief)r trembling and shakings half 
dead with fear, till one of theyo\\ng ladies^ 
who loved me better than the rest, took 
me in her arms, sobbing and crying, while 
the dog was shut, out of the room ; there 
he laid, howling and crying to get to his 
master, while I, every time I heard his 
voice, trembled still more, and kept 
clinging: to my little friend, who cried 
and trembled as much as myself. All I 
feared was the door would be opened, and 
this great enemy let in again ; but this was 
not allowed, in compassion to the yoiing 
lady, who was as much afraid of it as 
myself. As the gentlemaaa found it im- 
jiossible to sit long with all this; noise, he 
soon took his leave, and the dog went 
with himy and glad enough we all were to 
hear the street-door closed after them. 
When I was^ ja little more composed, my 
kind friends examined me all over ; they 
found my bones were whole, and no part 
of my skin torn, except the injury done to 
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my ear, Which bled a little. In fact, I 
>vas more frightened than hurt, having 
never experienced such an attstck before: 
the children would have applied a remedy 
to my wound, till assured that the tongue 
of my mother would be the best cure for 
it ; but I am sorry to say she took but 
little notice of the hurt I had received. 
From this time I dreaded to enter the 
parlour, nor could I play about as I uised 
to do, though I never met with any thipg 
afterwards to alarm me there ; and as ray 
mother seined to have lost all regard for 
me, I determined to leave this house, not 
considering that in any other I was Uable 
to meet with one or more of the same ene- 
mies/' 

"Before you proceed farther,^' said the 
other cat, " let me remind you of the 
time ; see, the sun has almost left our 
place, and my young friend will, I dare 
say, be looking for me, for this is the hour 
in which they leave the school-room/' 



**' When we meetr again/' retuirned tlie* 
Tabby, "I wiS cotfitkitii^ my narration,* 
that fey if you> are ftot tii^ ^ it ; b«t .1 
tvaiu ydU, that at pree««« y^i feave not 
feearrihalfot'it.^* 

" Oh ! " said tlie ether,. >* do ft<^ doobt 
my willingness to hear you.. Consider- my 
euriosity ; f do not as yet cosisider that 
you arfe entered into the woHd r but^ be- 
f&re we part, let me tell yo«iy I have 
9^i^ered as much from dogs a« you, and 
morey afso, &r X ba^e seldom any kind 
fheiid ta or;H them off froKi me ; and it 
tns ImttileotlfiCD day^ foutt>cxrfiveoi th^ 
gieai: boys' set.txKe at me^>&Ut i believe I 
made him tremble, tor i have [jretty strong, 
claws, though so young, and when once 
we torn iipoB ihem^ I ^iiid tiiey are as^ 
gmat^ cowardSiasi ouiselv)^. I soon s^ 
fahn hewiing away^ and the boys laughed 
as heartily to see his dikresd afi bdf>re they 
faadat mme ; it is^ just the same indeed to 
^m, if they can make aiky of the bnile 
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trreition, as they call! «s, unhappy : this- 
apprears aU their deUght ; \mt i do thiafc 
tAat there is not ah animal among us thatr 
wouM hurt any thing, but in< its :owa 
defenoe.^^ 

" And yet how these human- creature* 
are praised and commended among them- 
selves!^^ replied the Tabby: *'but I will, 
not keep you any longer from one among 
them who seems to have a little feeling ;: 
^tis a rare thing for any one to feel for us^ 
To-moiTOWr at the. same time, if you are 
at libertyy I will: resume my story, and 
on this place. Farewell ; 1 wish yoa 
safety/^ 

*' 1 wish you the same,^' returned the 
ether, and left the wall on which the 
elder one continued to sit,, wrapt up in: 
her own contemplations,' with her tail 
round her feet, and her eyes half shut, 
till she felt the calls of hungefy and begaa 
slowly to move towards her home, in 
hopesv of finding there some morseb^ 
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which the wish of having all her plater 
and dishes clean, rather than compassion 
for the cat, made the mistress of it put by 
for her. 
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iTHifi next morning our two purring com- 
panions met again upon the same wall; 
the younger was the first at the place ap- 
pointed, though she had not long to wait, 
as she saw her friend approaching slowly 
over the to^s of some of the out-houses 
which were between them« 

" Oh I there you are/^ said she, when 
near enough to be heard, " I hope you 
have not waited long ; but I could not 
€ome before, having had a pretty hard 
chase/ after a mouse, "but I caught it at 
last, and received many commendations 
ftom my mistress for so doing. One 
mouse is better than all she gives me ; and 
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if it were not for getting plenty of these, 
I should fare but badly where I ank I 
.have heard many talk of onr cruelty in 
catching and eating mice*; hut let them 
jremember, we do it aiot for the «ake of 
mischief, beft they -snA ouj natural food, 
and I beheve,^^ continued she, with an 
^ir of great consequence, " were made 
•only for that purpose-, but those who 
.teaze gad torment us cannot say^o of our 
xace, for we are of use ito thorn in ^keeping 
t|:ieir houses K;:lear of siacb veroun. Kot- 
•withstandii^ their boasted swperiority over 
•^very aQiraal, I believe, without our help, 
they would find, even these little taceatures 
-a greater trouble to them than they ima- 
gine. But how did you fare yesterday? 
was your friend Ipoking for you ? for my 
|)art, I had little George to quiets as usual, 
jtill he fell asleep with me in his arms ; and 
tlieo I W2ts rewarded with a little stale' 
mUk for m^ pstient ^hnussion t& Jus 
will" ' ■ . 



.. J*'' And J/^ aaswfired th^ otbc^r, >^ s<)o» 
fauod aiy yoiw^ooHapsuwop ;, he hiad fc^r 
ivik}ed;^iie aiitliemilk m a aaiM^er, aofi we 
hat:! a comfoi:t^le game at play tog^hiear 
till thie sdiool-bclJ iijng ^gain, wfeeji we 
^Vj^re^obliged to j^avt, a^d I w€»:t:in ^fax!i^ 
pf sDoaetbi&g ;i3^i^ socibsta^ti^i^l. tp ;^fi4i^fy 
«jQr <as;avi*^, v^bioti I ^va& i^pt Jo^ ift 
jfaidiflg, as the: oeok fead left i^Jmrty of 
provision for we. Bui py jqt ge .e>u ^fiibii 
your adve»t^e6;..I aw i»patierrf tQ b^^tr 
j» wltet f^Hy ^)*v w«ent «^^^^^ ; . ' . 
" jyte^- I Jbadieftjfcbeiernier/^ repiio* 

ittie T3^i " J[ w^itt; wro5» tlae 'to|)e of 
tbciusieS) W9d tbsm^ ;B^m^ ^itteps^ , tiU : X 
lent^re^ by .the .gajitet wii«Jojw a \inuck 
ifcgcJF-bjej^is^ jthan ibW Jl had feft : but »D 
Hs»x«ker y^m |. in .H t^an I began toiOQiiieat 
Jleaving t|ue 9f}ier^ 1 l^und e^ery tbtrig^so^ 
jetpange toinR. .*' How iiJ^X l^iow/ tbwgjhit 
I^ -*• ^^1^ t^ &:^ tba^ )$nte£$. this rool^ 
jriay be a ^ P '.tjbe wlyertemj* I a* Ht<t 
^time jfeare^j fe^ i ktiew <^i)0 other, 4hoiigh 



24 THE ADVENTURES 

I have since found many more. Some 
men^s clothes were l3ring about .the room^ 
and a bed in it, under which I crept, and 
sat waiting my fate with no small degree 
of anxiety. Here I first saw a mouse at 
liberty ; for though my mother brought me 
several while in tike basket, she had ge^^ 
nerally so^ lamed them, that there was no 
chance of their running away. This was 
much too cunning for me, as, though I 
was very hungry, and would gladly have 
eaten it, it was out of my sight in a minute, 
nor could I by any means get near it 
again, though I had the mortification of 
smelling it behind the wainscoting of the 
room, and kept following it round to 
every comer. While I was fruitlessly- 
employed, a man entered. • What's here ?* 
Said he to a boy who followed him, * a 
strange cat, I declare !' * O father,* said 
the boy, * let's have some fUn with her : 
V\\ take her down stairs.' Notwithstand- 
ing their entrance, I was so eager to 
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catdi the mouse, without consictering ii 
mast be out of my powor while it kept' 
where it was, tjiat I took but little notice 
of them till I he^rd the boy's p^oposfrl : 
this rather alarmed me, till the father re- 
pUed, ' No, no, Will; it is my opi»ion 
dbe is a good mouser, for she seems wateh-* 
ing for one noW: I'll take ^r into thfJ 
stable ; you know we have lon^^Vanted a 
(^ there, ah^ she will find plenty oi em** 
ployi and a very gopd living, the mice 
there are ready to over-run us. I amsute 
I lose a ^at deal of com by thenfi. I de- 
sire, therefore, that you won't attempt to 
play any tricks with her; if she will stay^ 
w^ shall soon find the benefit of it.' With 
these words, he took me in his arms, and 
carried me to a large stable, where therd 
were several horses/ whicli at first not a 
little alarmed me, for these were creatures 
I had never seen before ; however, I soonr 
perceived they took no notice of me, and 
after placing me gently on a lock of bay^ 
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he went out, and shut the door after him^ 
so that if I had wished it I could not at 
that, time have made • my escape : but I was 
not long there before I found the manis pre- 
diction true, and found sO many mice which 
I caught and ate with smch pleasure that I 
had no desire to remove, and congratu-» 
. lated myself on the good exchange I had 
made. When my master, for so I shall 
now call him, came again and saw the ra- 
vages I had already made among his trou- 
blesome enemies, for 1 left some remains 
of all, he bestowed so many praises on nie^ 
and seemed to think his having met Vith 
me such a fortunate event, that I felt my 
consequence greatly increased, ' Oh,^ 
thought I, ^ tins is being of some use in 
the world, and for better than playing 
about with a parcel of children/ Wiien I 
had been here a few days, I discovered 
that the stables belonged to a gentleman's 
^mily, and that the man who brought me 
h^e was bis cc^chman, and the boy, bis 
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^on, a sort of groom, or under-helper,^ to 
his father. 1 was astonished to see what 
care they took of th^r horses, and how 
.warm they were kept 4 sometimes the 
gentleman himself used to eome and look 
at them, and one whom he called his 
tider I soon saw was a great fevorite with 
him; this hotse was out eveiy day, an4 
though hut for two or three hours, there 
was as much care taken of him on bis 
return as if he had been working hard all 
day. After a time, I found my provisions 
were not so plentiful, as the sight and smell 

' of me kept the mice fix)m coming . in 
such numbers as at the first; however, I 
was in .n© want; for whenever 1 saw a 
mouse, I never *let it escs^ipe, and my 
master often brought me a few scraps 
from the kitchen. Here also I saw. se- 
veral dogs ; and, though I trembled at the 

jBight, none of them ever attemf4:ed to 
touch me, though «iy master, I have no 
doubt, would have defends me if they 

c 2 
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had. There are, you know, many spe- 
cies of dogs, and it is not in the nature of 
a'H those inifnals, I suppose, to bear such- 
enmity towards us. WiUiam, also, thou^ 
he often looked as if be could have done 
me a mischief, was in too much subjec- 
tion to his father to attempt it, and I con- 
tinued very com:fortably here till my 
master was removed to another place, and 
the coachman who succeeded him was 
quite his reverse. Not having experi- 
enced my useftilness, or irxleed giving 
himself any trouble to consider of it, he 
treated me very ill, and often beat m^ with 
his whip, till J could no longer bear it, ' 
and was at length compelled, in my own 
defence, to fly Upon hin^; but this had 
nearly cost mre my life, for he was much 
too powerful an antagonist for me to con- 
tend with. Catching me round the neck, 
he pressed me so hard, that my breath was 
<|uite stopped for a time, and then, with . 
all his force, he threw me against the 
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Stones^ where I, lay for some minutes, to 
all appearsuice dead. He. was called away 
in a hurry, or I suppose he would have 
quite dispatched me. When I came a 
fittle t0 my senses, and saw that he was 
'gone, I thought of nothing but getting 
out of his sight before he retiirned, and^ 
as well as I was able, crept behind some 
wood that was piled up in the yard, and 
-there I concluded I must lie and die; 
however, in^ a little time n>y strength r^* 
vived, and I ventured once more to crtkwl 
out It was now quite dark, and not 
knowing wluch way to takei^ chance di- 
rected me to the wash-house, as I found 
afterwards it waa called, and under one of 
the shelves in this place I found sgr^ 
nulk, which had, I suppose, been placed 
there for a more domestic cat than my- 
self; however, I. took the liberty of eating 
it, and fouiid a very seasonable relief from 
so doing, but not thinking it sdfe to re- 
main so near the place where I had ven- ■ 

c3 
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tuf ed to attacl||cme so much stitrnger tfaali- 
.myself, I itiade the best of my way, as fest 
as my infirm state would let me, out of 
the house. All my bones were aching 
frcmi the cruel beating and blows I had 
received, and I went groaning along a 
little narr6w lane,, which seemed to be 
leading me from the residence of any hu- 
man being. After tmvelling in thisiinisera*- 
ble state, jmd very slowly, for some time, I 
iperceived a.womaniaa red cloak, and with 
a Kttle lantern in her hand, coming towards 
me r she heard my cries^ and seemed desi^ 
rous of helping me. ' Poor thii^,' said she, 
stooping down, 'I dare say you have 
heen sadly used by some wicked boys ; I 
have a great mind to take you home to 
my Sally, she will take care of you I will 
be bound to say/ On hearing her voice, 
I cried more piteously than before, for I 
felt myself quite stiff with the cold, aisi 
well «s the pain I felt ; this increased her 
.'eompassion, and» reaching out her hand* 
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•He took me oflF the girouad. Gentle m 
her touches were, I could scarcely bear 
the pressure of ha? hand, though I for- 
bore' to cry out, hopi»^ that I had now 
met with a friend. She wrapped me up 
in her cloak, and we were soon at a neat 
; little cottage by the road side, in whidi 
we found a clean looking man and a little 
giri, who' looked very ill, in a large easy 
^faair, By the side of the fire, and appeared 
teiy happy at ottr entraiice. * Dear mo- 
ther,^, said she, how long you have been 
gone ! ^tis past seven o*clock ; I thought 
the time s^long till fitthercame in,^' 'Ob, 
my dear,' replied the woman, looking 
very affectionatety towjtfds her, ' I could 
not get the doctor's stuff before ; it was 
not made up when I called first : but see 
what I have brought yx^u,' opening her 
cloa' r and shewing me, 'something for 
you to nurse now,^ continued she, Va 
poor cat I met with on the road ; she made 
stack a piteous moan that I could not help 

c 4- 
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taking her up ; I will be bound to say she 
has been sa^ly worried by some of the 

. boys of the town ; nasty fellows, I wish ' 
they could be well flogged for it/ Sally 
smiled on receiving me into her lap. 
'Poor thing P said she, tenderly stroking 
me, * I will take care of you : what a 
pretty creature she is ! thank you, mother, - . 
for bringing her home; I can see all th^ 
strokes of the whip across her back/ and 
again she pitied me, ' But don^t you 
think, mother,^ said she, ^ she wants 
something to eat ? do let liertljave some 

'^ikk^ and let her sleep i^ n^ bed to^ 
night, wcm't you?^ / If you will take 
what I have brought you directly/ an* ' 
swered her mother, taking a vial out of 
her pocket, * I will get her some milk as 
soon as ever you have ; but as to her 
sleeping with you, I think you wilj find 
her but a troublesome bed-fellow/ ' Ah, 
so I think,' said het father; ^ if you are 
kind to her, you need not be afraid of 
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Ai^ng hdr here in the morning ; besides, 
we will fasten all the doors, that she shall 
not get jaway.' Sally looked a little dis- 
appointed, but said "ho more of my parsing 
the night with her. After a few m©re en- 
, IreatieS) and in consideration of my being 
so very hungry, as she supposed 1 was, 
she soon swallowed down the bitter potion 
h^r mother had poured out»^ with many 
warm and . tender wishes that it might be 
of service to her. After 1 had had my 
milk, and which she witli great pleasure 
was allowed to give me while L lay in 
tieT lap, it was time for her to go to-^ 
bed; and I perceiij^ed, by her father^s 
carrying her up staira , in his arms, 

she was too weak to \nilk. 'Come, 

— —I 

my dear child/ said he, as he took 
her from her feeat, ^' you are bettet to- 
night, you will soon be able to walk 
Up steirs ycmrself, hot that I am tired of 
carrying you, cl(Mi't think so; ray love.* 
The careful mother carried iip ia pan of . 

c i 
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coals to wanu her bed, and I was left to 
enjoy the fire-side till their return. AH 
their conversation while eating their sup- 
per yas respecting little Sally, who ap« 
peareii the chief object of their csffe; they 
made r^m for me by the fire, where I 
80on fell ^leep, and did not wake tiU they 
also had o^n gone to bed some time, for 
it was notS. long before the man came 
down, and opening the door, he went out 
to his work. sKxm after his wife followed 
him, and taking^me in her arms, she cari- 
ried me up stairs, Nsnd laid me on the bed 
with her daughter, Vho received me with 
great pleasure. / ' 3Vfy pretty JPuss,^ said 
she, ' come hete antfv I will nurse you.* 
Here I enjoyffed the iy**™^ blanket she 
wrapped me in yery muclS^, as I began to 
feel the cold greatly belovni it also seemed 
to givp e^e to my poor stS^ bones and 
joints. '/When I have set the house to 
rights," said her mother, * and Righted the 
fire, my dear^ I will come and fetch you 
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ifewHy and you apd your cat shall have 
your breakfiist.' Thia promise was soon 
luliiUed, and litfle Sally was carried down; 
tod I trotted by the side of her. We 
^vere soon seated by the fire, where hef 
feth^- presently joined us, with many ten- 
der inquiries after his dear child, * You 
\*ere not awake this morning/ said he, 
* when I got up, were you ?* ' No, father,*^ 
answered she ; * did you see my cat when 
you came down I You cannot think what 
a good tempered creature she is^ I don't 
think she can scratch/ * She won't scratch 
you,, my dear,' said he, * you treat her too 
kindly for that ;' and indeed I was treated^ 
kindly. There was nothing that the dear 
Kttle girl thought too good for me ; an* 
indeed! loved her better than any body I 
have since met with, and had it been my 
fete, should have been glad to have re- 
mained with her till now, but alas! that 
was not the case/^ 

Here poor Pussy '« narration was likely 

c6 
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10 have a speedy conclusion^ for she had 
scarcely uttered these words when a gun 
was fired from the place just below thein^. 
and which, had they been nearer to it» 
might h^ve eiided both their lives in a mo* 
ment As it wag, they were so com* 
pletely frightened that they both ran away 
|o their own honie without stopping to 
lake the least farewell of each other. 
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AfUse they had a little recovered the late 
* alarm th^^y had received, each of our catd 
began to tfain^ of her companion, and both, 
were dettrous^ of knowing wllether the 
oth^ was hurt. As soon therefore as the 
young oz^ couM venture out againV ^^ 
msohed to go to^the {diace she hsul teft^ 
VfAime she found the old Tabfa^ ^ietly 
seated as before; 

^^ I amfgk^d to see y.ou,'^ ^$id ih^$ 
* ** y(Ai were rtot hurt I perceive by the ter- 
liUe^^se we heat d Iftiis momiiBg/^ 
, ; " No^^^ said the other, -^nor y^ either 
l bo{»e ; but I was very much frightened, I. 
mvQT hdaM^ such a^ noise h^a^se^^ 
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" For my part/' said the Tabby, ^ I . 
c^BOt think, how I could be so foolish. 89^ 

to be so alarmed at a noise ; I must own I 

* . ■* . 

am a little ashamed of it. Noise alone 
cannot hurt us/' 

•* But there was adreadftil smoke/' re^- 
plied her companion, ^^ and where there is^ 
that there must be fire you know ; did you 
notseeil^^' V 

" It was edly a gun/' answered the* 
Tahfcy, " I heard many such while I was^ 
ijif the stable I toid you of; but 1 had 
almost fi>rgotten the sound. * If it is notf 
poinded at us it can do us no harm ; but 
can: you listen to some more of niy stGsy 
BOW,, or shall we find out another place >td^ 
sit in ? Perhaps you are aftaid of hearing 
the sadQij^ noise again if we remain ha-e/' 

^ No, no/' said the olher, "you seem 
to have rs^iied my xisim9^ m you say 
noise sdk»ie ciiQBQt hurt, nef smoke ^ther ; 
pray continue your adiientur^ You feft 
off lull of little Sally'^ kindness; but I am 
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afraid you vrexe not much longer with 

** Abouf three months," said the Tabby, 
^^ and in that time 1 was so well kept and 
fed* that I grew quite &t, and looked so 
sleek and smooth that every body admired 
me. .My dear little mistress also got much 
better m health, and was able to walk out 
a little for the air^ when I used to follow 
pex like a dog4 but fitice my foolish fancrf 
must lead me to go tfut without her, and I 
thought of visiting a cottage . not &r 
distant, though I had not^the least intent 
tion of not returning ; indeed I would not 
have gcme on any account, if I had thought 
1 should not have gone back again. W^hen 
I entered the cottage, I meant 6ut of vaia 
curicxedty . to go to, it was Satutday, .and 1 
found the woman belonging to it in, a great 
bustle, with mops and brushy, the flool* 
was covered with water^ and shpi wkh heai 
pattens on, scrubbing . down the bricks* 
* I will have no cats here/ Baid she, ^ to 
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Skt my house just as I have cleaned it'^: 
Tom! Toml^ she continued calling to her 
aon, who was a little way from the door,, 
and perhaps turned, out of the house foir 
^^e same cause as I was, ^come and take 
iaway this cat, put her- out of the place, F 
Am sure she don^t belong to us, and we 
want no animal of that kind to eat up our^ 
irictuals^ take her away directly -/ and all 
this time she continued very busy at her 
Workj and flowing, the house with waCer, 
while I would gladly have ran away much 
fiister than I went, had hot the boy caught 
me up^ .^ I do think,^ said he, ^ this ii$ 
my lady's cat which she lost sc»ne time 
a|^, /'tis just like her; I shall get half ^ a 
crown if I cany her to the gre^t house:, 
shall I mother ?^ ' I don^t care what you 
do* so jrou ; take her away from here,* said ? 
tibtis bu^Ung woman. ' It is Sally King's 
cat,' said ;a neighbcmr's child, ^ I know it 
i$y fat I have often* seen her with her// 
' I don^t care for that/ said the boy; * ber - 
4. 
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i^des, it was a cat that he^ mother found, 
and how do you know that it was not my 
lady's; Pll be handed if I don't cany it 
however.' ' And remember you bring me 
the money,' said his mother, calling out 
after him. 

" With a heavy heart I was lugged in 
his arms to the door of a veiy large house 
which stood in a paddock, thinking all the 
iime of my dear kind mistress, aiid how 
much . she would feel at the loss of me. 

* Oh, my idle curiosity!' thought I ; * ^ow 
could I be so^oiish as^ to leave her sidef 
and how ungrateful must she think me 
irfter all her goodness.' 

•^ When we got to my lady's, as the 
hoy called her, he asked to speak to her 
maid. ' Pray is not this,' said he, * the 
tabby cat my lady lost some time ago ?* 

* Upon my word,' said the woman, ' I 
beUeve it is the same.' Oh ! how (iid I 
wish that I was able to speak to be under- 
stood by her, that I might say, * No, I am 
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not, I am Sally King's cat.' Howevfeh 
this was impossible; and she continued, 
* I will take her up* ^smar to her direotiy, 
how glad she will be to see hei*;- though 
formy pait I have no desice to see sttiy 
more of such tiresome plagues brought 

m 

here^ we have enough of them already, 
she has got eight now in the room witU 
her, though this, if it is the one she has 
lost, will be the greatest favorite. Stop a 
monient, my boy, and I will hear what she 
says/ So up stairs she took me, and pre- 
sented, me to my lady, who had no less 
than three cats in her lap at that time; 
but the moment she saw me she putth^u. 
all down, and in rapture of joy screamed 
out, ' What ! is my poor dear Tabby 
found P ' I dent know Ma'am,' jsaid the 
servant ; * but a boy has brought this cat 
here, and I think it. isr like her/ * Like 
her!' exclaimed the old lady,/ it is her, 
her very self; here are all the marks which. 
1 so often have admired down her back ;' 
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Aiid she almoBt .devoured me with kissei?^ 
•'the. boy is waiting below to know if 
yoiir ladyship, is pleased to give him any 
thing/ said the maidir * Oh, yes! to be 
«ure, give him half a crown,' returned my 
new mistress, * 1 always^ ssud I would give 
Ihat to any one who would bring my poor 
dear Tabby home again ;' and now again 
she caressed me, stroking and kissing me 
all over, while the rest of her household 
seemed very h^ppy to be left without no- 
tice to lay at their ease upcm the carpet. 
* Put my Tabby,^ said she, ' I am afraid 
yaa have forgotten me, you do not sing 
9ie your pretty song as you used to do, 
nor seem pleased to see your mistress/ 
. Here again I wished to speak) that I might 
tell her I was not the same. . However, 
not all my silence could make her appear 
less, pleased to see me^ and I must say 
ihat 1 received her kindness but very un- 
graciously; 1 thought too much of my 
deal' little SaUy to do other^'ise. 
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« She still continued to keep me in her 
lap ; and when all her four-footed compa- 
nions were fed, which was tegulariy threife 
times a day, I w^ Tionoured by being 
allow^ to eat Jupon the table before her, 
and it was well for me that I was : though 
they did not want to be continually in her 
anlis, I could see that the rest of the cats 
looked upon me with a jealous eye, and 
would, no doubt, have prevented my eat- 
ing at all if it had been in' tibeir power. 
Of aM the situations I ww €Ter in, this* 
was the most disagreeable, though perha{^ 
you may think it was the best, when I t^I 
•yen we each h3d our separate feasketB to 
dleep in, were constantly fed, and were 
sure t0 be tenderly treated and kindly re- 
ceived whenever we went towards the old 
lady, who had an eye to us all, and made 
it a point thut we should be taken care^ of. 
Here no dogs were allowed to come to 
alarm us, and every thing she thought we 
could want was instantly procured; nay^ 



^idtusdft'Of .tbe best kiad was dressed for 
us every day* What could you possibly, 
waftt ^hen? yow will say: why, lib^ty 1 
W^ were Beyer allowed to leave the ropiu 
without 6om^ one watching to see which 
way we went; nor were we suffered to re- 
main long out of it, for our old lady was 
seldom satisfied unlets we were sXL with 
her. I had rather spend my whoie time 
upon this sujiny wall, md' hme my food 
to search after, wher^ I could find tt, than 
be so confined; but besides all this, we 
were washed once a week with a spunge 
and warm milk and water, to make our 
skins look smooth and downy. Oh,"wh^ 
an operation was this ! I am sure I could 
have washed myself much better, and in* 
deed had it to do as soon as the maid had 
turned me into my basket again. She 
used to think the same I befievje, for it 
was in a very iU humour that she p^fen!n<» 
ed l^is office, and I jdo not wonder at it:; 
we cats aise not intended to be kept in 
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that manner, and I often wish€id my irifs- 
tress could know that we were much bet- 
ter able to clean ourselves than she or her 
itaaid could do it for us. Dear little Sally 
never complained of my being dirty, yet 
die never washed me all the time I was 
with her." 

" Nor no one else I should thinkj^' re- 
jAied her attentive companion, " except 
such foolish old ladies as her 'you met 
With. I can scarcely help laughing at the 
idea of cats not being able to keep them- 
selves clean ; but go on with your nari'a- 
tive. You did not stav there long I ima- 

" Not a minute longer than I could 
help," replied the other; " but it was six 
weeks I think before I could make my 
escape. Had I staid much longer I 
should have lost all power of helping my- 
self, and should have forgoi the use of my 
claws, my tongue, and every thing else ; 
m4 ^ven should not have known how to 
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jproVide myself with necessary food, for 
<\vk6ti I came to hunt after mice s^in, I 
found it a much more^iffici^lt task then in 
the former part of my Ufe. It was «ome 
time before I could recover my usual agi- 
lity^ or the &culty of smelling, which was 
formerly so strong in me/^ 

" But how did you make your escape ?^ 
inquired the *other, "- that is what I ife 
much wish' li0 know;^' 

" Why^ one beautifnl morning the win- 
dow was put open to let a little air into the 
TOom/^ returned the Tabby, " and the 
thought struck me that I could get out 
that ' way without being perceived ; it^had 
often been opened before, but none of us 
ever att^nptad to reach it, nor had it ever 
entered my head till now. I said nothing 
to my companicms, for as I told you, I was 
not<very sociable with any of them ; indeed 
we all seemed to feel the melancholy of our 
mtuation too much to take much pleasure 
in conversation : a^few kittens would n^w 
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and th^ get toget:her, and their playiiri 
^mbols made ns a littk more cheerfiil ; 
but Oft the whole we were in a iniserdble 
e^idpitica}, notwithstanding the ohl ladj 
imagined ^ did us such a fevour by so 
funply providing for us. But as I was tell- 
ing you, I saw the window opeil, and by 
liie b^p (^ the chairs and table which stood 
in it, got upon its edge. Here I looked 
around me to see if my mistress observed 
my motions, but at that time she was en-* 
gaged in talk with a lady who had come to 
visit her; a^d I, exerting all my powers^ 
gave one spring, and was, upon the ground 
in ia moment, without being much hurt» 
or shook by the leap I had taken, and hap^ 
l^y was I to find myself upon, the grass 
0nce more* It was now the autumn^ 
consequently very warm and comfortable 
out of doors; I would have made my way 
to little Sally again had I known any thing 
of the road, biit I resolved as fast as I was 
iable to get out of sight of my prison, for 
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in that light only <;ould I look upon the 
house I had left, though I wanted nothing 
while there but liberty, which is to me 
niore. precious than all the rest. 

" I >crept along, hiding myself among 
the high grass, till I was out of the pad- 
fdock in which it stood, and than foiHid 
myself mwe exposed to view, as I was 
in the high road; and now conies, one of 
the wonrt parts of my story, for I soon 
met with some boys, from whom I expe- 
rienced the very reverse of the. treatment 
I had fled from. I went through so much 
as almost to make me repent my^having 
done so, and yet under it all I was not 
without hopes that I should at the last 
escape from them, with my life. In the 
first place they shod my feet with walnut* 
shelLvcavl then threw me into a h<»8e-pond 
in a deep muddy place; and when I came 
out, what with the inciunlHance they had 
put cm my feet, and the dirt and filth 
whidi stuck to my sides, I was unable t^ 
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get otit of theit- rfe^cftr. They w»t?ched ftrr 
my ccnnmg, and- laughed mirch to see the 
condiltion I was in> and thlrs aH die e^cts 
of my lady^s washing iXf make me smooth 
8ttd downy trere di^stroycd at once, for 
my skin has never since been what it wd& 
before this cruel isrsage ; but there was stitt 
ttrorse than this tofoRow ; they tied a large, 
Jiiish to my tail, and I was obliged to drag, 
^is after me, while they kept driving me 
beibre them, Some with whips, and other* 
with stones, all the way hilloom^ at ttiy 
li,ee!s. 

* ** In this coiidition was I when adogmet 
tSs; ofte ofnfyt)M eneniTes,aiid hhntheyim- 
mediatelyni^e ttim lipAn me ; and now! 
was obliged' to turi^ ktiil faster than before : 
l3ttt one or two of itiy ^^ feshjoned shoes 
**opt off iti my racfe; HtiA t)erceit¥ng|U bam 
at a cfestance,^f'mwfle thebest of my \vky 
to it, where iihdki j a fittle opening in thfe 
door, with all my strength Ipust^ through 
it, and left th6 bush behind me. Here I 



WM out «f :the;ftaQb 0i v^^m^^ffH^^^m 
though h3^sed fns^ijr ejSiirt fft^bui^ pciw^Jor 

Mo«ri and c€v»tmie4 ^or ^fi|«lf^t^fa^^il^^ 

wards hoii^iQg>^(]^b9dlHng i^o^d tlM|^l2|C% 
b^«» Ci^el ag they i^erffr f^K p^^wiA<t 
sport dioy hs^ ]|adi^Fhiil(9f L Iff^fi^i^tA)^ &« 

Mfhwh I % aqd r^l^4im ]( hfid J^ 4 Ul$^ 
of the Bwd li^d hiovii^^})Wtth' 4ia ^r^i 

With my teeth also I got off th€f i|ho^%'tbl^ 
had;fHit ^cm m^ |e€^|. ^ijktl^us.be^ine a 
Ji)tdo mor^ ^ lM3«rty»; , Heo Ji^4Mrift« I 
fffm^fku^ of focKl»^r mh^e ^ore w^ 
^O;ittuoh ooi^9, yot^iDii^ W6we thare were 
^iQiwber <^ mio^ ^4.1 Mt^^ veiy com* 

■ 

ifofti^ly : tp«e, U WfU9 ,a fic^itary JUi^ .bH4 
for a time 1 wa* wlisfi^d wi^itj^ 4^l9i)r 

©2 
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#andmiig nature again stiired liie up to 
seek another home^ though at times I 
blamed myself for wbhiDg to do so« 
• Here/ thought I, * I live in ease, plentj,^ 
and quiet; what ean I want more ?^ I 
had liber^, also, to go in and out when 
t pleased, nor had I any reason to fear being 
turned out of it ; for whenever any of the 
fiurmer's men came in, they always ap« 
peared glad to see me there, and said to 
each other, ^ It was a good thing for them I 
was come, I destroyed sa many mice/ * 
But see,^^ said this gossipping cat, *^ the 
evening is coming on rery fiist; I think 
we had better part for the present, what 
think you >** 

" As you please,^' replied the other ; 
" but 1 declare your story is so interest- 
ing, that I could sit all night to hear it/* 

" You are paying me a compliment,^' 

said the Tabby, looking very pleased; 

^' p^haps, when you have had as many 

years pass over your head as I have, you 

9 
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may have as many scenes to relate ; re- 
member, I shall expect to hear those you 
have already gone through, when I have 
finished my adventures, and to-morrow 
morning I shall resume my story/* 

" My adventures,** said the yoimg one, 
" will soon be told ; however, I am bound 
to tell you all that has happened to me, 
and you may depend upon my doing so/* 

With this aigteement they once more 
separated, each returning home highly 
pleased with the other. 
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CHAP. IV, 



Tb£ oexifc mwm^i "whm sh^ wa« seated 
9B usml ^n. tile wc^ with her young 
Kompaniioa by her akk, iHir oU T«^y 
thus resumed her dkieoiifse .: 

*^ I left off last night, I believe, with 
telling you how I began to wish to leave 
the barn I lived so comfortably in the 
whole winter ; but, as the spring advanced, 
the com began to be removed, conse- 
quently the mice did not visit it so often, 
and I felt my daily food diminish. Some 
beggars took up their abode with me, and, 
after a time, I determined on joining my- 
self to them : they certainly were not such 
an untidy set of people as it is in general 
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. « 

unagki^ all beggars axe, Xwo mejr^ an4 .\ 

ai woman, with three or four childicen, be- 
longed to this party ; both of the former 
were, I believe, what tbqy professed to 
be, disabled seamen ; thoy gh I hav^ )b^^4 
them say, mjoiy too)L up tiiat character ^ 
who had never been tQ sea in theix lives., 
and even tied up some of tl^eir liqibs, as 
if they, were maimed, that tbeyn>ighta^ 
pqsur the greater objects of compassi(»i) 
but it certainly was not so with these ; I 
do not suppose they could have worked 
had they been put to it. As to the cfup* ^ 
port which I ha^e b^rd; them 9ay the 
nation at large has provided &a all who ^ 
have heeaii\jured in its servicer they, wi th^ 
out doubtt might have had a claim upon 
that ; but then, perhaps, liberty would 
have been denied ^emj and these mei2, 
I dar^^ say, like myself, v^dued this above 
^yery thing« Be that as it may, they led 
very (juiet orderly 4tves^ and were in the 
barn every night as soon as it was daxk ; 

4 
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when they produced the money which had 
been given them ; while the woman em- 
ployed all her time in washing and mend- 
ing the old rags which they called clothes, 
and teaching her children to do the same ; 
she taught them to read also, those that 
were old enough to learn, and I have no 
doubt but that in a few months afterwards, 
her two eldest gained sonie useful em- 
ployment, as this was what she seemed 
anxiously to \vish. What httle projperty 
they had they used to hide behind the 
straw ; and whenever they thought they 
heard any of the people belonging to the 
bam coming, they either secreted them- 
selves ' there, or made the best of their 
way out of it, till they were gone again ; 
in this way we lived some weeks: at 
night a good fire used to be made of the 
wood the children had picked up in the 
course of the day, and something which th6 
men brought in was dressed hot for their 
aupper ; I always came in for a share, nor 



I 
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did any one offer ta.iB-treat me «n the 
time I was with them. At length it was 
fpmid out diey had made the bam their 
feb^t, and they ware ordered to Iffeve it i 

immediately. It wa9 not necessary to use . 

very rot^ language, or to thr^ten ihem, l 

as some of then- firatemity are obliged to 
be treated with the constable, for th^y 
vagr civjiUy Obeyed tl^ older, add I^ifor 
the sake of the novelQr, resplyed to go 
with them for a little wWle. Near the en^ 
trance of the next town they pitched their 
tent, just within a Jittle wood, aqd|hi» 
jou see, from a lady^ cat,; shut up in a 
warm carpeted rooni, and fed with the 
greatest delicacies, I .became a. beggar's 
folk>wer, with scarcely food to eat, -and' 
without any covering but.a^ thin caiiyass, 
of whid) their hiit was formed; but I £tred 
as well^as themselves, though X often heard 
the \iroman wish I was npt there, as they 
had children enough to eat their victuali^ 
without me. I own I felt myself an in* 

p 5 
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emdibfam^ to tJteili, yeth^casM so pleased 
mthtimir way «>f lift, that, iodit^n^t beea 
** thi«» «oiiMdenilaonv f a*«mld ifot iMe^e^ 

;»t^TiMbewflMfigr<»i, ' and then/ Hhougfet 
ly • fhey teay turn m^ef off; wlien I msgr be 
1*38 aMe ta*bear it/ I ^herefoite Ffeedv^ 
(0 talie mydelf away, &ad sei^g some 
y«t^g ]Mi^» tm i^ iMa^, 1 Veilt^red to 
Mltfk tfte^k; md ti^^dfy eftterel t^ house 
f* ^v*!te'te they feetettged/' 
- ^ I «hkit I sWuW have heen rfraid to 
ftei^ fl^n^ this,'* iffcteirttpted the young 
orwj'. '•"Yfiu- imgtt havte been whipp^fl 
mt .a*«ih, or kave Ift^ wittr a dog to at- 
tafefe'i^ on ytitfr ^nfrafh-e.*^ 
'' -**8trt f did not/^ said poor Tabby; 
" neitfeer was 1 #b^)ped out, thotrgh I 
iiteii IbWiAved ffiera into the parfonr. ' I 
feney the dtrangeftees of ttty fichaviottr 
ittfftctedthar attent?orf, fbr they laughed 
Very mueh as they infirodticed me to an 
oM ge*rttemaii. w^6^ was gitlmg there,. 
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feay^g^ * We have btougkit h«ne wiofe 
company with nU», Sir, ^and tlMtt wi'^iKiMt 
fmy mvitatioii ; kei^ Mm. Fuss, eobe^ 
foFvir^i^ and show yourself/ making way 
for me to advftiapoe; ^ And pray M^em did 
you pick up this lady V asked lae» v«y 
good humowediy. * Ktom very genteel 
Mciety, I agswe ymi, Sir,^ replied one of 
th^ ladies, ^ rto less than a beggar's tent^ 
jtlst without the town ; dcMfi^ yOi| think 
we Were highly honoured that she should 
leave them for us ?^ * I must say/ «a{d i 
he, ' she has shewn hter taste in so doing, 
and that without thare being any thing 
very attractive in you* appearance, ftt I 
doubt she feted but badly where she was/ 

* And now she is come,^ said one of th* 
otlier ladies, ^ what shall we do with her ?* 

* Ob, make her welcome, by alt means/' 
returned the gentleman, * let hei* have no 
reason to re^nt her choice/ I was there- - 
fore suffered, to remain, and at their din- : 
ner time, the ladies cut me some m^t in ^ 
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a plate^ whiah^ I was flowed to eat under 
the sideboard. ' This will do/ thought I ; 
^ this is something like my first residence, 
I shall fiure well here ; this is better than 
living in a* Uum, and running about with 
be^ars/ In shorty I was so happy, that, 
in spite of my age, which was now ad- 
vancing to a little more solidity, I was 
half inclined to play again, and run round 
after my tail, as in the daya of my 
kittenhood; the gentleman and, kdies 
laughed to see my awkward gambols. 
" ' I fancy,' said they, ' Puss likes her 
situaticHi very well, she seems quite de- 
lighted with the new home she has chosen 
for herself;' while I could scarcely forbear 
jumping up in their laps to convince them 
of it. As it was, I laid at their feet and 
purred as loudly as I could, which when 
the gentleman heard, he took me up, and 
sitting me on his knee, stroked me very 
kindly. ' No doubt,' said he, * this cat 
could tell us some entertaining adventures, 
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if she could speak ; yau might then hear 
what sort of a life beggars lead, Maiy/ 
continued he, ^ and judge how you should 
like it When you were a child you often 
toki me you thought you should enjoy 
living as they do? ^ I am a little wiser 
now Sir/ answered the young lady, 
* though really we observed that the tent 
from which this lady came? looked in 
better order than they commonly are/ 
The old * gentleman soon after tins fell 
Bsleep,andl,fe€ling quite at myease in the 
station he had placed me, followed his ex* 
ample; nor did I wake till the tea \yad 
brought in, and I was &voured with some 
milk. At night I was ordered to be car* 
ried into the kit?chen, and a place prepared 
for me to sleep in; the servants did jiot 
treat me less kindly than their master and 
mistresses; however, I knew what was for 
my own advantage too well to continue 
^among tl^m, whenever I could niake my 
way to the parlour ; and I led a very coa^r 



ft^taUe happy life in thi» &mily, tiit ft kd^ 
oame to g^nd some time with ^em, acHl 
whose coining I had great reason t^ regret. 
She was no sooner arrived and seated in ^ 
the parlonr than she <Aserved me. ^ I hope 
that cat is not a ftivourit^ of your iktli€ar'»5^ 
said she to the young ladles who were then 
in the room; *for though it may appear 
fbolish, and I know it is so^ I cannot sit if 
she is allowed to contiifwe here. ' You 
don't know how afraid I am of cats, and if 
she was to move towards me,, 1 do believe 
I should faint/ * What a Ib^ish creature 
is this!' thought I; and with my u$ual. 
folly I determined to mak^ the experiment* . 
but the mcmient I began to approach to- 
wards her,' she jumped up screaming as 
Idud as she couM raise her voice, and over* 
turned the chair in which she sat, in the 
haste she made towards the door. One of 
my mistresses caugfct .me up and held me 
in her arms ; but in vain were all her as- ~ 

surancea that I Mt^uld do her ao harm^ or 
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tibff €dMRiatiQ» I&6 used fer her tosfl down 
4^giiii.^TiU X wafftumed (Kit of the T04»ii/ 
she declared, ^ sbe could not be ocH0Q[3k)Bed ; 
ami if jot Ibv&mt^^ teid stei^ ^ you wiH 
Mit ondeavour ta peisuade me. i assure 
you I have lafcca a ffeat d^al of pokis 
with myaf¥| ami 0f»y endeavou;^ hafe beett 
;«a^d to reoondie me totiieae aiiiltiids ; but 
i aannot w^cmmae the fefl» I bav^ <)f them, . 
it is a natural aversion, and I cannot help 
it' Af^ dik deekffation the ladies could - 
do iid' lesd thaw compiy with her request ; 
aiid I tras oiddfed to belsept in the kitchen^ 
andrby no tnieaiur^ mffered to approach tbfe 
ffiifeor while this lady was init^ though t 
nade many attempts to get there, X was 
«e\ner let m except when she happened to 
be walkk»^ with the others. I usfed to be , 
a4!»itti^aliiott for the old gentleman in their 
absence^ aaid kview wheft he turned me 
out of Ae looni it ivas because he expected 
WaviaitDrlimiie kgain,^ 
♦* ^Tia aittgular enough,*' observed the 

4- 
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other cat, ^^ that you and I should both haVe 
tiiet with one who has such a strange aver^ 
sion to, us. In the only house that I was 
ever in, except that in which I was bom, 
and the school where I am now, I was 
treated in the same manner; but I beg 
your pardon for interrapthig you. When 
I tell my story you will hear all about it; 
pray proceed, did you continue k>ng in this 
house ?'^ 

^' More than a twelvemonth,^' replied 
the Tabby, ^' and here it was I first had 
kittens. Oh! you know nothing yet of the 
feelings of a mother I dare say ; and there* 
fore cannot imagine the anguish I was in 
when they were all taken away fix>m me^ 
every one of them within a week after the 
^ birth. Had this been done as so<hi as th^ 
were bom, I could have borne it bett^; 
but after having nursed them a week, lio 
tongue can tell what I fek ! nor after such 
cruel treatment could :I find aiiy pleasure 
in remaining in. thiip house. As soon as my 
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excessave grief Would let me move, I went 
mewing into every room, and finding 
ii6thing of my dear children, I determined 
ttt leave the place which every moment 
reminded me of them. The parlour, as I 
said before, I was now seldom allowed to 
enter, and therefore without taking leave erf 
any one, I went out of the back door, and 
through the garden, not without a secret 
hope that I might meet with my beloved 
kittens insome of the out-houses which 
were near it, 'for I tJien thought no on^ 
could have been so cruel as to destroy 
theni all; but this I have since found is 
ctfteri done to our harmless offsfuring : such 
is the uisage we meet with from men, in 
return for our services and the regard w6 
often exjprei^ toward them ! 1 went from 
house to hmise carefully looking into every 
place in w^hich I thought they might be 
concealed, till in a little shed, at some 
distance from the house I had left, I per* 
ceived some kittens in a basket ttie colour 
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of mine. Oh!howmyfaQ&rtbeatasIs{NruQg 
towaids it ; but before I had reached them^ 
their mother observed my a]^roacb,i and 
flying upon nie, I was nearly killed for my 
temerity. ^ Oh !^ sakt I to her as soon as 
ahe would l^t me speak, ^ paidon my rash- 
ness, indeed 1 meant not to hurt your kitr 
tensi I kiK>w too well the tenderness of a 
modier to do so, i vainly hc^>ed th^ RHght 
be those I have latefy lost,, but I. parceiire 
RQf mistake. You aiie the M^J ittotlwr 
of these, nor would I wish to d^p^ive you< 
of them ;^ aod the teacs rolled down my 
^teks as I spcdie* All her fiary waf^- 
quieted ' in an instimtt and, seeij^ my 
distress, she tenderly endeavoured to c^m-r 
§»t me, and even, made me tJSe offer of 
asmting her in nutsing these y^ng ones» 
ThisI gladfyacceptefd, and soon became as 
fond of thran as I bad been of my owxk^ 
When those who csme to briqg her £x4 
saw our unanimity) and how well w^ 
agreed in ^attending our mutual, chaig^ . 
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they ieetned quite ^<mid»ed, and .many of 
their fieighhouis >vere called to observe 
tim mffptme^ event^^ ' ho|w tbeir cat had 
a^Q^ftpd 9k > strange Tabby into her baskett 
and aUowed her to share in the pleasure of 
fiiisiBtng her little ones;' aiid oertainly it 
W^ soflo^hiag very eKtraordinary, fw till 
jbhe»,.I did iKit evoti suppose I could have 
loved any one's kitteus but my owb. Or 
suffer any o»e to toucja those which I had 
hfougbt mto the world.^^ 

While our uarrator was thua pursutog 
heii adveiitiaes^ a mouse i^peafed in die 
^tter of a house jurt before them* 

^^ Do you see that mouse V^ whispeiied 
the ytmngone to her, ^^ riiaU we not hNe 
u van ftnr it? I am wiUing to tiy mf skill 
in calchii!!^ ifc with you^ but as you aise 
ao mifidi dder, k would become m» to 
gire itu^ WiH you tibea aeiae upon it 
yotirself ? or dioH i faring it to you V^ 

^You aae vacy civil indeed^ *^ lepfeed 
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the Tabby, rather nettled at this ofier, as - 
she thought it implied that she was unable 
to take it herself; " but I would have you 
know/^ added she, *' I am as well able to 
catch mice as yourself, a pretty many more 
than you have I caught in my life, and so I , 
believe I shall continue to do ; but as you 
saw it first, you have I think the greatest 
right to it, pray therefore catch it for your* 
self, and eat it when you have done.'* 

" I beg your pardon,** said the young 
one, ** I meant not to offend ; but since 
you give me leave I must begin the.attack, 
I am too impatient for so delicious a mor- 
isel to let it escape me." 

With these words she leapt from the 
wall, while th^ old Tabby watched her 
motions, and inwardly laughed at the 
chase the mouse was likely to lead hen 
* Though she seemed to think. it such | 

an easy prey,* said she to herself, * I be» 
lieve she will find herseU* mistaken ;* aqd 
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seeing her run fiom gutter to gutter till 
quite out of sight, she concluded that she 
would join her no more that day, therefore 
slowly returned home. 
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** You were a lintle disappointed,^^ said 
die old cat smiling, when she met her 
companion 'the next morning, " at not 
finding the mouse^o soon caught as you 
imagined ; were not you ? Did it answer 
your trouble at last ? I hope you found it 
a delicious morsel ?" 

Don't laugh at me,'^ said the other, 
I must confess I did not catch it at all, 
for it escaped under the tihng of one of 
the houses, and I had my race for nothing. 
It was not without diflSculty I found xAy 
way to my own home afterwards, where 
my little friend sat watching my ap- 
proach/' 
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^ Yoa will allow then,*^ replied the 
*Eril>by, ^« that you boaated too sooh ; weH, 
in^compiasilioii to ydu, I will say no mcNfe 
iribout it, few t proceed in Hiy tale. 

" I continued to take my share in nursing 
the kittens I mentioned, till they gww be- 
yond our care, andapjpearredtcif.loseallregard 
ft>r either their mother or me ; but it was 
not so in respect to <HifS*Fves, 'a» wne con- 
tihued to feed the same fHendrarp wiiidk 
Vie had so suddenly fonfnedl Th^fe was 
no act of kindness whi#i we did not shew 
each other, till we Were s«^pamted by the 
m&t^^ ef the hoiise. N^t chooising to 
keep two ^s, ihe preseiii^d^y fnend ib 
an ii^qtffifiiit^^e at a d&tance, to whom 
ishe wa» canned in a bag, Iftiat she might 
-not find her wuy bbck ligain. Umis I be- 
came, unint^ntionBtiy I ii^ trntt^ Utt s^p- 
plsBiter, a^d wte made to take her s^on, 
^though i* should have been iiiiuch ^<5re 
happy to have had heir cMApany, and 
wouhl gladly have gone with only half a 
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meal for that €<Hnfort. I never kuew 
what became of her afterwards, but spioe- 
times think you may be her , daughter, for 
1 have often been struck with the likeness 
you bear to her /^ 

** That is impossible for me to say," 
repli^ the young, one, " as I know not 
where my mother had lived before I came 
into the world, or where she is now ; J)ut 
if you will let toe bear her place in your 
affections, I sh^ think myself very hap* 

py.» . « 

" Ah, my dear!*' answered the Tabby, 
." your age willnot suit with mine so weU 
<as that of the friend I lost ; but I shaH be 
happy to shew you . any kindness in my 
power, and if by hearing my stoqr you 
le^un not to give w^iy to a wish of change* 
ing your situation when you aie well off, 
1 shall already have been of service to 
you, for tp this I may attribute most of 
the misfortunes I have vf^et with/* 

" I thank you very heartily,'* rejoined 
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her companion ; " but will you plx)ceed 
in it ; surely you cannot have many more 
adventures to relate ?'^ - r^ 
: '' No," replied the other, " I am nearly 
come to the conclusion of them, for I left 
not the house I am now speaking of till I 
was obliged to it, and then came to that in 
which I now am. I continued to live 
with this family, not as a parlour cat, but 
was as much without the door as within 
it— well treated, and well fed. Here aiso 
, I had kittens twice, and enjoyed the de- 
lightful pleasure of nursing them as I 
liked ; for I kept ^hem so secretly, 
that none knew th^t I had them till they 
were able to provide for themselves. As 
I said before, you yet know nothing of the 
cares of a mother, therefore cannot here 
fsater into my feelings. While I had thesQ 
.to attend to, my whole time and thoughts 
.were employed ,^ I dreaded every noise I 
heard, lest it sh(tuld be some one coming 
to take them away ; and to supply them 

E 
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with food I gladly went without any my- 
self, sometimea for days together ; for every 
nice morsel I picked up, aad which i 
^ibught their tender teeth could bite, I 
i^anri^dfSo^thera. Tliie I do not say to 
speak in my own praise, for I believe evciy 
mother would do the same, and I am dute 
it was f^r m<Mre gratifying tome th£^ eat- 
ing any thing, myself. Ob, with what 
pleasure did^.P see tl^em open their eyes 
and stretch out their little legs to attempt 
to crawl ! When I was away from them, 
which at times I was obliged to be, I was 
never easy if out, of their hearing, and the 
feebldst dT their cries in a mc^nent brought 
me black again, having once felt the mi- 
seiy of returning to the basket in which 
they were left, and finding them all gone^^ 
(I mean the first kittens I had). I was 
now very careful to prevent any one's 
knowing where I had sedteted these, and 
criften have I directed my steps quite the 
contrary way to where they were, if I 



thought I mm 'Mf^ boifi v^dtim^ 0104 
Ihotigh myf beait wai achii^ to be iritioi' 
thsm at tike »aifte time ; but 1 itm hafiiajz: 
to say £ liad IM. that croot trial to suiSer* 
agaiiH X piie«erYed both ini^r littsil^lill^b^ 
, no kmg4sri>eeded ny^afiteotioii. Wfan^K 
was nmsiiig loy Uistf i pesccdved a great 
lm9^ m the how^ vvheammt I iri6teed< it^ 
bu| wte to^ HittCb enggGged, thivkihg cil* 
my^pimng onesy to pay mu^iltattQRiiDiiito 
k^ tiB g^ing one ^y I foun^ eveiy dMi 
ihut, anct no 0^t Wa^ ^for ner to ^mtm 
hml^ the shik-hiii. Wfaseur I gotin. I wta' 
8titt moife swpfiwd to* ibid ail iim imm* 
€li«e tafeeti out of l^e loomsi mid} Bathing 
hut the heM wittb MlK« It was wdilM 
my kk!)eiifi0r;\tMBi^ iM^ eocxtigii M» 

iea^6^ isev #1 it now btscsaym ^^ffiei^ td 
fffocme thttm Ibpdk; I iros 'dbhged tab^ 
oi» flieat vrfnOdvet I could find that tisey 
eo«}d;«ati ifiti<£ id teave tbem mikh kngnr 
than I liked while sednng tiidt food* 
The scanty provisioir which it wksiBow-in 
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my power to bring them, soon made them 
\aoTe desirous of shifting for themselves^ 
and we took our leave of each other be- 
fore the usual time of parting ; but I did 
not fear their wanting any thing, I had 
instructed them very carefully, and taught 
them the best method of providing for 
themselves ; besides, they were all strong 
and hearty, that I doubt not they made 
out very wdl. After they were gone, I 
began to think of myself, and I had be- 
come so attached to the walls of this 
place, having brought up so many kittads 
in it, that I was very unwilling to leave it, 
and continued there some time in hopes 
another family would take possession of 
it ; but it still remained empty ^ and I was 
oibfiged to go farther. The mice also for- 
sook the house when tiie inhabitants were 
gone, and I was in great danger of being 
starved, ther^ore felt myself obliged once 
more to seek another home. I travelled 
over the tops of houses till I jumpt into 
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a little yard belonging to the one of which ^ 
I am. now an inmate, and this was about 
three months ago. The moment Uttle 
George saw me, he cried to have me given 
to him ; he was not old enough to speak 
plainly. * Pussy, pussy, n^mmy,' was 
all he could say ; while I, feehng the pres- 
sing calls of hunger, arid in hopes of having 
something to eat, sufiered myself to be 
put into his arms, and lay very quietly 
till his mother^ took me away that he 
might have his dinner; and I had mine 
at the same time, which I enjoyed very 
much, for I had not eaten what could be 
calle^d a good meal for several w^eks. 
* Here,* thought I, * I had better stay, 
this child cannot hurt me much, and for 
his sake I may be kindly treated. Mice 
here also may perhaps be plentiful ; surely 
I have had enough of running about from 
place to place, to remain content when I 
, have a good house over my head, and am 
likely to find as much as I want/ And 

e3 
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thus," continued she, *' I am come to the 
coaclusion of my adveaitures, for the pre- 
sent ; Mid now you know all I have g^ie 
through, you will not, I think, wonder 
why I do not leave the place I am in, w 
that I do not like to do things in a hurry i 
I might to be i^ure better myself by go 
doing, but I n^ht . also be in a naudf 
^orae situation^ Will you not allow that 
-to be with the b^gars, or to meet with 
worrying boys, or dogs, which I have told 
you cfi the stable, or eveft the old l|wty*s 
eM repository, would either c^ them be 
wor$e V^ ' 

" They certainly woqld,^* replied the 
other, '^ and I am much obliged for the 
information your history has afK>rded me 
respectiug the conduct I am to pursue, 
and the events I am likely to mert with in 
my future life. To-morrow, if you please, 
I wiil relate what little has befaUen me, 
and the scenes I haye passed througbt 
'. they are trifling when comp^ed with 
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your's, which I hope I shall never forget ; 
yet I sometimes think myself unfortunate 
in not having met virith a friend more able 
to afford me assistance than dear little 
Ferdinand, for that is his name ; but for 
the future I will not o<^mplain, for what 
have I suffered in comparison of you ?^* 

With these words they parted, the old 
Tabl^ wishing her all safety^ and proini»' 
ing to meet her the next day » 
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Once more our four-footed moralizer, the 
old Tabby, welcomed her young friend to 
the sunny wall where they had so often 

met 

" You are come/' said she, V with all 
your wit about you I hope, and your me- 
miory well stored with what has happened 
to you ; I am impatient to hear all you 
have to tell me, and do not doubt my be- 
ing an attentive listener/' 

" You are very good,*' replied the, 
other ; " yet I cannot say but I feel rather 
discouraged at the idea of relating to one . 
so much wiser than myself the pla3rful 
tricks of my kittenhood ; but I am bound 
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by the confidence you have placed in me; 
and the entertainment } have received 
from your adv^itures, to do as you desire, 
and therefore, without farther apology, I 
will begin the account of my short life. 

^^' I was brought into the world in the 
house of an old woman who kept what. is 
called a green giocer's shop, her trade 
was not very extensive, nor had she more 
than herself and my moth^ and me to 
provide for oiit of it ; and it was wdl she 
had not, for she used to appear as full of 
care, and to have as much business upon 
hef hands, as if she had the accounts of 
the largest shop in town to settle. My 
mother was her chief companion, a very 
grave old cat, and so used to all the ways of 
her mistress, that they seemed absolutely 
necessary to. each other. . The old woman 
could never sit down comfortably to her 
meals unless my mother was at her elbow ; 
and for her sake I believe it was that she 
took great notice ci me, and would have 
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treated me much more kindly than she 
did, had I not been the, most mischievous 
creature Ikat ever breathed* I confeta I 
ivM very tronableaome to her, for she nev^ 
left any thing within my reach, but if it 
;were in my power I tossed it sd>otit, and 
^t it all out of m place, not <^t I 
wished to 4^ her, or any tbiii^ that he^ 
kmged to her any barai; It was (he ex*- 
ceeding playfulness 6f my disposition, and 
i had nothing eke to afiMseme; for 
whenever i attempted to play with my 
mother, she would gently push me 6om 
her, and, closing her eyes, turn her back 
%ipon me, as if asham^ oi^-my behavioctr; 
yet if she thought any one \vas going ta 
d6 ine an injuiy, ^c^ would presently let. 
tjiem know that she woidd not allow' it« 
J^t I have not entered ttpon iny tale so^ 
methodically as you teidyour^: I should 
faove said, tiMft while 1 was a v6iy Wtt^ 
kitten she Uick evety poss^ife care of me^ 
and treivted me widai the utmost regaidk 
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Hif old HfirtfeBi^ alw wm catvful tH A shi^ 
should want for nothing, b« fewmght het 
^iiTf t^ food and milk «v^r^ ctay, so that 
libef i^dflHPc^ ^ter #it$ «il4ig«d to l6av« fi^ 
4ad lliede Wt»!^ ji^nle <if fh^ hiip^ieiM; honiB 
Of my Ufe ; yet Wheft I cMfete to g^ ab€«ty 
and covM in a manneir provide for myself, 
i#K soon "fctgot tiie tender alfiefetion shfr 
Imd onte shewn me, and the oM #bittah 
agiiiii seamed I6%<e tliei!Mef object of heih 
«*teiMif6n. Tlrfey were ck)«ely «ittaclfed t6 
*6ch G&ifst, and J wiH venture to isay, mf 
ftiothar ftet€* did ariy tiling &h6. ^fttftlgftt 
ftet ixWsfres^ ^(rtotrM i«3t apptbV^ ; but f , a* 
i i^Aifl bfefbre, t(^s tbe m6st misfcfcii^vouii 
(M^atute'fiVing. Wlieiffever 1 g6t itiW thi 
Shdp, I used to*jutnp about among the 
cabbages and carrot^, roll the turnips and 
potatoes ftoitt one end l!6 the other, and 
even the little trc^tdr^ iflte sometime* 
SbW did fitft escttpis ffty no^cte ; t was tip 
XLpm the shelves ill an^ instant,, and ilnany 
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a cup and, saucer have I broken in these 
frisky humouis. 

*^ Whenever she came in and saw the 
mischief I had done, she would fret and 
scold at me, which, I am sorry to say, I 
paid little attention to, for I did not then 
understand what she meant; but out of 
regard to my mother she forbore to chas* 
dse me in any other way than by keeping 
me out of the shop as much as was in h^ 
power, and this was punishment sufficient 
for me, for there it wa$ I found my greatest 
entertainment This old lady was very ^ 
fond of knitting, and whenever she was 
called into the shop in a hurry, which was 
often the case, and left her work on the 
table, I was aft:er it the moment she was 
out of the room ; and when she retumedi 
she generally found her ball of worsted 
rolled to the farther end .of it, twisted and 
twirled round half a dozen chairs, and un-: 
less I happened to break the thread which 
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held it, I dragged the stx>cking) or what^ 
ever she was about, after me, much 
pleased with my plaything. Oh! ..how 
angry she used to be, while I used to 
think it tli^ finest fun imagmable. If she 
was reading, and had taken her spectacles 
off to attend to the shop, I either was 
sure to push them on the floor, at the 
great risk of breaking the poor old wo- 
man's eyes, or else turn over all the leaves 
of the book she was looking at, till she 
was puzzled to find out the page she had 
left. Sometinies she would borrow the 
newspaper of one of her neighbours, and 
if ever I could get that into my possession, 
I . would tear it into a hundred bits. In 
short, I continued these tricks till she 
could no longer bear with me, and obsjervr 
ing that my mother took no :&rther notice 
of me, she one day fairly turned me out 
of doors, and bade me ^ Go and find some 
other person to plague smd torment, for I 
had been a trouble to her long enough.' 
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** Thfe being fensi treats was vety little 
rexfttion to me^ I felt its happy &s ever I 
did ii> my life> BUd not kftdw4«g any thing 
<3f what t wa« to ext)ecl, I c<dni^ider€id the 
Wdrld a* aK b^Hb^e me$ Biid that 1 tmd 
liberty to go where I liked. A» fer food 
I. waisT not afhtrd of wsntmg that, for 
thought !, * Mice are every witere to be 
-founds and what do I want beeidesr?^ I 
perceive you^ smite ftt my thoughtless dis^ 
petition/' observed she to her grave coitt^ 
panion ; " Mt retoember that I was then' 
much younger and inore flfirtiy f han I am. 
now/' 

: ♦• Tis enotigh to make even such ah 
old cat as I affi ktigh to hear yOnr sin^ 
phcity,'' s^d the Tabby ; ** but I belrere 
all kittens think alike when fifst they en- 
ter into life. Well, pray continue y^ur 
stOry ; into what house did you hatrude 
youfeelf next ? I suppose that wfcelPev^ 
you went you expected they wouM be 
glad to see you/^ 
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** I 6mmA mysdf terribly mistakeiTt^ 
tuiswered the young one; " for I Iwd no 
sooner mtde niy appearance in* the first 
limise dmt I entered aftarwari^jSt than I 
iraSnset by a gentteman Who staited b^qk^ 
as if be faiad seen something most tenrific 
in my appearanei^, like the lady yon for- 
merly termed so. I ibimd he hid a natu* 
ralanpelnoiii lb eats^ and calling to his serv 
-rant^ he ordered him to put me out of 
doors direetfy^ and if I eame in ^gaan I 
wai to be killed* You may sof^ose I was 
as much frightened as hisE»dif, as his bdha^ 
iricmr \i«s so c<»itmry to trlnrt I had bx^ 
pected. 1 tbcrefew suffered rayi^ to foe 
takemrp Teiy qtii«tly, and when put witb- 
out :^e house, made no attetu^ to enter 
ft i^M»r I b^an now to be somewhit 
immgpff for my foltnef mistress had kept 
me sa> weK 'i^, notwillistanding my Ml 
tmadaeat of her^ ttttt i hidnotbeeD used 
^ go^so long witbottt feod, and tlierefeve 
began searching for a mouse or iWo ia 
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some of the out-houses I was among, but 
not one could I find, I had received such 
a rebuff, in the only place I had entered, 
where I thought it likely to have food 
given me, that I did not care to venture 
into any other, and therefore passed all 
that night without any thing to eat, a^ 
with nothing to lie upon but the bare 
bricks of a little shed at the bottom of 
the garden belonging to the school<-house 
where I now am. Here I spent the iext 
day also, and began to think it was not so 
easy or so pleasant to provide for myself 
as I had imagined. When I was ahnost 
famished, a mouse passed before me, the 
hunger I felt gave strength to my ^idea- 
vpurs, and I was so fortunate as to catch 
it without much trouble ( after a time ano* 
ther ^atne in my way, and I ate that also : 
my hopes now revived,, and I concluded ' 
that I should not be starved to death this 
time, and taking courage I proceeded to 
the Itouse, not quite certain of meeting 



OF POOR PUSS. 89 

with a welcome reception. However, I 
found nobody there so much afraid of me 
as the gentleman I formerly frightened, I 
saw only the servants, and for some time 
no one noticed me, till at dinner I ven- 
tured ' to put myself in their way. * Is 
this our cat V said the cook ; ' no, that it 
is not : where did she come from I won- 
dw ?* * It is not ours,^ returned another 
maid, as she looked at me ; * but it may 
be one of her kittens,^ continued she, 
* as she is but young, and perhaps is come 
to supply the place of her mother, for I do 
not think :she will ever come back again^ 
the boys treated her so cruelly ; if this 
will stay let us^ keep her, for I am sure 
we want a cat bad enough, the' mice are 
already got so troublesome.^ 

- " Afler this conversation they gave me 
something to eat, and which I very thank- 
fully recdvedJ In the evening I quickly 
caught a great many mice, thxee or four 
of which I brought and laid at the feet of 
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the cook) not doul^iog it would iacrease 
l^r £eivour towoixk me. She commenced 
me veiy much^ patted me on the h^o^ 
and seemed to congmtiikte hef self . oa 
having such an addition to her household. 
I spent a week or two very comfoftahty 
here, as it was the tiaae of the hpltdayt^ 
and I did not k^ow what I was tp expect 
whea the boys came back to sc^^ooly 
though thid servants used to talk of the 
time with dread, aad often csxpressed nd 
small apprehension for me. ^ She wiR 
not stay/ said one, ^ 1 am afraid dter tliey 
are come ;' and indeed 1 should not jiaye 
done so, hitd it not been for little Ferdf*^ 
nmd; but, as I hav« told you, be hat 
gained such an hold upon my afifeetions, 
that I cannot think of leaving him«^-poQr 
fellow 1 I saw bim when he was foft)ught 
10 school, he was almost.the first boy that 
«me^ ami hifi mother witih him in a post** 
dMiise; I waft letting on the few wall be* 
fore die iu^itae as ^ durrii^ droire up to 
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the door, aa4 marked the dejected looks 
of each while the dear little boy wiped his 
eyes and eadeavoured to hide his tears, 
and his mother abo seemed td^ have as 
great a struggle to conceal her's. I was 
so much interested by their appearance, 
that when they came out of the house 
again, I followed them into the .\A&y* 
ground, to which the master led them* 
Here the lady expressed herself perfectly 
satisfied with every thing she had seen ; 
but I observed the tender looks she cast 
towards her child, while he with tears in 
his eyes held her hand as if hfe never could 
part with it When the hoi'ses were suffi* 
ciently rested, the carriage was ordered for 
her to return home, and it was impossible 
fiot to feel for both. ^ I shall write to you 
very soon, nay dear Ferdinand, and come 
to see you before it is long,^ said she, as 
she kissed his trembling lips,^ be a good 
boy, and let me hear a good account of 
you from your mast^, you know aothiqg 
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can ^give me greater pleasure/ * Deaf, 
dear mamma'/ was all he could say; but 
again wiping his eyes, he exerted all his 
powers to conceal what he felt. * My 
dear child/ said she, again kissing him, 
* you behave nobly, you are imparting 
courage to me/ while a tear stood on her 
cheek as she said it ; * be a good boy, and 
be assured I love you dearly/ All this 
time he held her hand tight in his, often 
attempting to speak, but the words died 
upon his lips, till she hurried away, seem- 
ingly unable to say more. The poor lit- 
tle fellow followed her to the carnage, and 
when he saw it drive away, held out his 
hand, as if he would have given the world 
to be in it with her; then avoiding the 
notice of every other person, he ran into 
the play-ground, and sitting down at the 
foot of the great tree I told you of, he 
gave free vent to his grief. I could not but 
feel for him, and tried, by every method in 
my power, to let him know that I did so. 
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At letiglh he seemed sensible of my in- 
tention, and laying his face upon my back, 
he wetted me with his tears ; till taking 
some cakes out of his pocket, ^ Here 
Puste,* said he, * you shall Ijave some of 
this, but I cannot let you have .much, for 
my dear mother gave it me ;' and again 
the tears rolled down his cheeks at the 
remembrance. I licked his hand, smd as 
well as I was able, aideavoured to express 
my thankfulness for his offer; but I did 
not wish to touch what he so much va- 
lued. He seemed quite ])leased with my 
attention, and kissing me, said v^y ten? 
derly, * Will you be my friend, Pussy ? I 
shall have no one here like those I loved 
"^ at home/ I answered him as well as I 
could, by loudly purring and rubbing my 
head against his knees; nor did I leave 
him till the dinner bell rang, and the gen- 
tleman^ who was the master of the school^ 
came out, and with many kind words, of- 
fered to take him into the eating-room. 
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>* For sevefal day» aflerwatrds nit bis tet« 
rare tiuie was spent ^nth me, he ap^peared 
in some mesaume to hare fergoi Im sorrow^ 
and we began to play together ; when Ke 
receired a letter from his ZDOth^, he tiAA 
me of It, as if he thought I should feel as 
much pleasure as himself^ though he did 
not think that I cotttd imderstaffid hhn. 
From the other boya^ I often expeiieiiee 
Very ill treatment, as ! have told yon he*- 
fore, but in genera! I keep out erf their 
sight ; His onfy to this de«r littte feHow^ 
who contmues my feaa fiiend, that I shew 
myself at alt tinies^ and I am like him, 
looking forward to the promised visit of 
his mother. Indeed^ I sun not without 
hopes,^* ad<Sed she, with a look cf great ^ 
pleasure, " that when the holidays eome 
round again, I shall have the happiness of 
going home with him, and then I shall 
indeed be taken care of, and shatt think 
myself one of the most fortunate of my 
kind'/* 
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^ I dd not think it at all unlikely,*^ re^ 
plied the Tabby, " and heartily wish, for 
your sake^ it may be so, Pmy temember 
my advice, aiidl never forsake the friend 
you have fetrnd, from a vain curiosity to 
see more of the world ; believe me, theie 
is nothing very desirable in it.^* 

" I am willing to think so now,^' r©- 
tumed the other; " awd while little Ferdi- 
nand continues to have any regard iot tne, 
I must fe^ the same for him/' 

** He may now be topking for you,*^ 
said the Tabby, " for it is past twelve 
o'clock, dci not let me keep you ftom him ; 
I am much obliged to you for your com- 
munication, and shall always be glad to 
'^hejff of your welfare. Sometime hence, 
perhaps, we may meet again, aild conse- 
quently shall have mitch more to relate to 
each other ; at present, I thinks we had 
better not come so frequently together in 
this place, for I am afraid some idle boys 
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will observe our stated times, and inwnt • 
some method of disturbing us/' ' 

" Very true,^ replied the other, " no- ' 
thing is more likely ; for the present then, 
farewell ! We are not at such a distance 
fix)m each other, but we may now ^nd 
then meet in other places. Be assured, I 
4ihall not forget the counsel you have given 
me, or be unmindful of it/' 

"You are very welcome, my dear,'' ^\ 
answered the Tabby, in an afi'ectionate 
tone, " I wish it may be of service to 
you/' and thus taking leave of each I 
other, they retired to their separate habi- 
tations. 



END OF PART I. 
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PART II. 



CHAP. I. 

* / * , 

My readers may remember the young 
Kitten whose adventures were just began 
when the old Tabby had to all appearance 
ne^rl;^ finished her career, and from what 
was there related, * \<^iU, it is hop€ll,'be 
induced to* bestow ah hour or two in pe- 
rusing this account of the sequel of theni. 
They will also probably wish to hiear some- 
thing more of poor Puss, whose misfOr- 
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tunes in life, and thi? ^ various scenes she 
had passed through, ihade her so capable 
of f^img. good C0unad Jo 4i« 3^^ 
thoughtless. But bow few are there 
who profit by the caution of others ! their 
own experience can alone teach them that 
it would he best so to do, and this is gene- 
rally deaar lioujMt, So fbijind ^r young 
Kitten^ whom for the future I ^hall call 
Tib ; for so did Rt'tre Terdinand name the , 
£uthful fiiend, whose Iritad attention to him, 
during his fiitft distress at patting from his 
mother on coming to school, so won his 
heart, that for ar tiiiLe hp thought he never 
could fprget hex : buj; my young readejs 
jire wmatieut to b^gin her fsotber history, 
.and I wUl detw thf^m oo^o^ger, kut; cpn- 
4»ct .tliiem to the sunny widil q» .wWch, 
^r o^ariy fiyejjref^, after ^b^ had jpasted 
tfovfx her ^youihfu^ ^oxopanion^ the ^graye 
pia T^]^bjr,(y^tiw;ed to apeod^ bojir oj 
two i^acb i^fwa^t in s)^px xidfid}t»tW(h 






si|w. Evm 4a hejself she pfroeive^ ^ift. 
s^temtioQ, by which she kskew the \9S^: 
of tiipe r sl^e was gfcwii quit^ gi^» ^W^ 
eyes Y^ese almosit diniy aor d^d she f|ad 
heFself as able to catch mice a^ formerly; 
Daily did she rejcace that the ill treiatinent. 
dhe at first received fix>m George had iK>t 
induced her o^ce inqr^ txx chaag^ Jie;^ 
situation. The little boy was aow growq^ 
c^er, aadt as if to reward her for her sub- 
mission to him in his ia&ncy) took par-;^ 
ticular care that i^e shqiild want nqth^ 
be could give h^r. Sb& was ahvays espied. 
Georg<$'s G^t% mAf firo|» her adyai^ced agf^ 
mA ^m t(eiiip^> was v^specte^ by tber 
whpfefeioily, 

** Hcre,^^ thought she, " I can eiyoy 
all that can be ei^yqd et my y^^i kmd 
tre&tmwt md plenty of food ; m^ whale 
my l^g» $^i« being me to this fevpurite 
spot» ^ cpwaot but be th^ful. Frqo the 
^Itms^ I have noticed jta the neighbour*- 
hQQd» «ivi Ihi^ grpi^tli of Gf^igQ, I aijci 
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cdnvinccd I aim much older than when 
relating my adventures in this place to 
the young Kitten, and to whom then I 
was as a grandmother ; but what would \ 
dhe think of me now/^ said she to her- 
self, " were we to meet again ?" 

'• Alas ! -what would you think of me ?^' 
repUed a voice, of which the good old 
Tabby thought she had a slight remem- 
brance; but on looking from whence iv 
catne, ishe perceived so miserable an ob-;' 
jeet, that pity, rather than surprise, was 
excited. A poor thin cat approached, 
whose tail drs^ged mournfully behind 
her; her eyes were sunk in her head, and 
her ears hanging over her £su^, while the 
hairs on her back were so few that they 
might have been numbered. 

" No, no ;*' said she, " my ears deceive 
me, I forget that I am nearly deaf; this 
cannot be the .voice of the gay young 
Kitten I was just thinking of. But who 
are you^ £riend ?'^ continued 8he> ^ can I 
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be ctf any service or comfort to you? 'tis 
true I am old, but sometfaiqg is yet in my 
power ; I have been in as bad circum* 
stances as you now appear to be in, and 
yet have hved till this time/^ 
. " Do yoU not know me then ?*' re- 
turned poor Tib in a low voice, for it was 
none other. ^^ But how can I ask this 

* 

question? it is impossible you sho^M, 
not one of my friends could recollect me 



now/^ 



" Are you then my old companion >** 

exclaimed the reverend Tabljy, whose 

eyes, while she felt for the situation . she 

saw her in, bore witness to the pleasure 

.this unejcpected meeting gave her. " My 

dear friend, come to my heart,^^ said shf , 

"I have yet some warmth left there, come 

take, the place by my side which you oc- 

I cupied so many years ago ; let us try if 

^ we can again recal those days, and forget 

your present sorrows/^ 

Such affectionate language quite over- 
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liakn^ the mdaitcfaply object of her kind* 
mB$i ftnd leaning her head against the 
hack of her oM friend, the tears gushed 
^rom her eyeil at the sudden pleasure she 
experienced.' . ' • 

" Oh hdppy days !^^ said she, " never, 
I &af, to be recalled ; but let me not com^ 
plain. Do I not again see you, my moni- 
,tor^ my friend ! how little did I expect 
ifais f^leasure ! I came to the wall, not 
with a hope of seeing one whom I thought 
hia$t long ago hiave been laid in the peace- 
iui grare, but I thought in this place I 
could recollect your life and adventures, 
and perhaps draw consolation from the 
tecollection ; for often have 1 reflected oil 
them, and in many circumstances of my 
ttfe I have said, this is not so bad as what 
My dear old friend experienced ; but you 
JiiVe, i hope, gone through no more such 
ticenes, your latter days I trust have beefi 
spent happily ?^* 
. ^ Wbal ! still so anxious to hear of 



« 



4 



OP POOR PUSR 10$ 

me >^ replied the Tabby m a cheerful 
tone; "I airi happy I am not forgotten 
by you, and rejoice to tell you that my 
close of life is likely to be peaceful, and 
in the sam^ family in which you left me 
when last we parted. ^Tis true I am 
older, many years I should suppose, but I 
know but little of time ; lately my years 
and days have been so uniformly spent^ 
that I scarcely notice their departure", ex- 
cept from the growth of Gdbrge, who still 
tor^tinues my master, and is now my best 
friend, and the alterations in the neigh* 
bourhood; but to see you again would 
make me almost fancy no time has 
elapsed, did I not perceive so visible a, 
change in your appearance/^ 

My readers will obser\^e that the old ' 
Tabby, though increased in years, aai^ 
consequently in wisdom, (if cats could 
improve after arriving at a certain degree 
of knowledge, or rather instinct) had not 
lost her love of talking ; of this, if possi- 

F 4 
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ble, she was more fond than ia her youth, 
^ut BS it is generally what is ascribed to 
old age, it cannot now be wondered at. . 

*' But tell me/^ continued she, " what 
place do, you now call your "" home? is 
Ferdinand still your friend ? perhaps Ipng ' 
before this he has forgotten that he ever 
was fond of you ; such is the friendship 
of man,. particularly to animals/^ 

" Oh, do not blame that dear boy V^ 
answered Tib ; " though it is many years 
since I have seen him, I cannot but be- 
lieve that he retains for me a part of that 
affection I still feel towards him ; the 
many scenes which I have been ;through 
since, has not erased from my memory his 
kind and tender treatment of me/^ 
, " I must hear all your story," replied 
the old cat, " you will I know relate it 
to m^ ; for though I feel myself to have - 
quite done with the world at large, and 
even with those of my own Irace^ I would 
xyish to have no intercojirse, I cannot be 
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uninterested in what concerns you. 
Though cleaf and ,dim-eyed, I can stiM 
prick up my ears to heai- your tale, and my 

_ eyes shall, I hope, soon -iSee -the alteration 
a little att€Jntion from me, an*^ the good 
living to which I will introduce you, shaH 
make in you. C^ome, come, my friend, 
cheer up and hope for better days, you 
have many, years yet : to live, and may 
never again^ be in the condition you afe 
now.'^ * 

" I am so weak," said poor Tib,' " from 
want of victuals ^nd the hard usage I have 

-Bfiet with, that I know not that I can re- 
late it to you ; but if ever I am able, our 
former friendship and your present kind- 
ness fully claims it, and it will be a neKef 
to my wounded feelings, to relate to yon 
what I have gone through.** : 

Ai^ I do not ask it now," said her com- 
passionate friend ; " but have you been 
long witl|out foo^? your miserable ap- 
p^rande bespeaks it,' and you must attri*^ 
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feQte my wmt ^f ^ttenticm to fty vast ngtk 
Wfeicfc make^ ITO very forget^; iqudeed 
tb^ >^t oi yeu has put ^very thii^ ^» 
oilt ©f my mmd: Iwt do not doubt my 
f egard, come along with me directly^ I 
ivcmld not wish you to apeak n word till 
you hare ^>eeu a little refire^ed. No 
cMftbt, Geoi^ has put some milk and 
f ometlmig fo? me to .eat in the usual 
fikce^ and you shall share it witJi me, orr 
have it all if you can eat it; perhaps, ^so^ 
when my little fiiend has seen you, he 
smy feel as much fear you as Ferdinand 
once did, aad whear J am daad, you xofff 
imppiy my place/' ^ 

^^ Oh do not telk of ^ing*"^ r«fj^ 
poor Tih, *' I eauQot he«r tbe t&iq^hk of 
partii^ fitmi you, and al^U stand much in 
need of your fiiendly comHsel.^ 

^ But come my friend,^' intemtptod the 
Tftbbyt ^^ do not fr^hten, yourself, I do «0(| 
tlnsik I am ^ng to leai^youin pmaespnon 
af n^ iitu^tiou ; yen al least 111 iQtaMi 



iiiftke youif fq^pemtnce a little more be* 
doming so eeid^wtat^Ie k borne before I re- 
sign it to y6i3t. Otice"morel beg you to 
come with me^imi VR endeavour to prove 
my regard fer you by something mcnre than 
wcBrds.— Arid putting on a brielEer motioi 
than usual, she led the way, which for so 
nmny ymns s^e bad tafairelled backwards 
and fyrwatds ; while her almost ftmishing 
friend followed as quickly as her trembling 
fimbs would atfow, rejoicing in having met 
with such an unlooked-for relie£ 

'When they arrived upon the wall of 
the Kttfe court, and on which the did 
Tabby was first noticed by Georges^ 
** Can yoii,^' said she, ** jump frotn this 
place? formerly I need npt have asked you 
this question, but I will shew you the 
easiest way of getting down, and already 
•see what will amply repay you for the ex- 
ertion. Look in that shed there, do yott 
ikot see a plate of meat and some milk 
by H>*^ 

f6 






^ "Ohyyes I ryes P' -anstir^cd Tib, ^" and 
;ny heart beats to get atit ; pmy go on, I am 
^«ure I can follow you/' And so, saying, 
they both leaped on the ground, wfaejre 
jpoor Tib. partook of the mc^ refreshing 
and welcome mcjal she had ever tasted ^ in 
.herKfe. - ^ ... ,. -?^ 

" To eat it with you,'^ $aid she to her 
Jkind friend, " gives me double pleasure/^ 

** To see you ' eiyoy it,^' replied the 
other, " affords me the same ; and now4et 
me shew you a place where on some clean 
stiaw you may rest your weary limbs in 
safety, but we must go a^litde . ferth^ 
off for this. Here," said she, when she 
jiad conducted her to a warehouse a few 
doois distant, " |^u may lie in peace till I 
come again to yfl^. Come, come,'' ponti- 
nued she, observing her friend smile at th^ 
comfortable retreat she had looked her out, 
^* I see you are better already, I shall livf 
to. see you quite well, your hairs wiU, soon 
grow, and you will be as smooth and afi 
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handsome as ^ver. You shall not give me 
any account of your life now, as I fear 
your being again exhausted, and I may be 
inquired after at home ; howeveir, I am glad 
to leave you m better spirits than when I 
found you : let me see you lie down com- 
fortably, and now farewell, my friend, and 
^expect to see me again in a few hours/* • 

^*' Farewell, my jdear friend,*' returned 
Tib, her eyes glistening w:ith gratitude, 
," accept a thousand thanks for your very 
kind treatment/* 

" Say no more on that subject,** an- 
swered the Tabby, and hurried home to her 
.own habitation; while poor Tib Imd down, 
and endeavoured to forget her sorrows iaa 
.few hours sleep. 
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After sitting for about half an honr on 
George -s knee when he returned irom 
school in the afternoon, and partaking of 
his tea and bread and bntter, the old Tabby 
hastened away to her sick friend, hoping to 
find her refreshed and free from pain. 

** How are you nor^",*' said she, on ob- 
servhig her open her eyes at her approach ; 
**^ have you had any sleep V' 

" Oh yes '/* repUed Tib^ *♦ and 1 have 
dreamt of catching mice as formerly I was 
able to do.*' 

" So you will again, my dear,'* returned 
the Tabby, looking very good humouredly, 
•^ and if you like, you shall now and then 
bring me one or two by way of a treat. I 
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AbH not now be so {yroudas to refuse th^ 
«fier you once made of catching one for 



me/^ 



^ You have not * forgotten that,^ isaid 
Tib, ^\ nor ha^e L I recoUect also that I 
oould Jiot catch it after all, though I was 
f o very ready to offer it to yoi|. It was 
presumptuojLis in me to suppose you couM 
not have Uakea it for yoiimelf, had you 
wished it.*' '. / 

: *^ Idare say/' observed the Tabby, ^' yoa 
eoiild eat one now if yon had it, and if I 
thought that I sboaid succeed any better 
than yoit then did, 1 would make you the 
same ofi&r ; but my old limha wiU not 
now ci^ me after such niml^ creatuMsa^ 
However, if I see one napping, you shafi 
be sure to have it ; I stand scmiie chained 
of catching them tfaen/^ 

" Thank you, tfafiik ycm, ray friend,^ 
Said Tibf -^ bat fray do not &tigue yowt 
self Oil. my account, the I<km1 you hav^ 
given a(ie to^dagr has doiiem^ mmik 
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good ; I carry at my tongue's end, I know, 
a sovereign remedy for all my wounds, and 
shall shortly be able to use it/^ 

" Would you not Hke a little more 
onilk this evening ?'* asked Tabby ; " if 
you. should; and could again go home 
with me, I do not doubt our finding 
^ome/* 

** I will endeavour to follow' you,*' re* 
plied Tib, " though my Umbs. after this 
rest seem more, stiff than before ; but I 
am ^ veiy thirsty that I shall be glad t6 
drink, even if it be only water.'* 

On hearing this, the bW Tabby once 
more conducted her friend to her usual 
eating place, where her kind master had 
already placed another saucer of milk. 
With this poor Tib quenched her extreme 
thirst, and then, not allowing her friend 
to attend her, she crept back to the lodg- 
ing her kindness had pointed out; and 
here she laid very comfortably till the next 
morning, when some men came into the 
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warehouse with a» large quantity of goo^f 
just unpacked from a waggon. 

" What shall I do now }" thought sjie, 
*^ am I never to find a place of refuge ? I 
.can-o. conceal myself from these me.; 
and thfey may renew all my misery?^ 

Her fears were so great that she could 
not help loudly crying as they passed 
through her mind> • and by so doing, she 
was soon discovered by the objects of her 
dread. ; • 

** What, have we got a cat laid up in 
store for us ?** said one ; ** let us look at 
her :'^ and on perceiving the miserable 
state she was in, observed, that " so large 
a place would not have been necessary 
for one so thin/' 

" It seeps the warehouse has a lopg 
time been empty of all but her,^^ said ano- 
ther, " for by her looks she has been the 
only thing kept here.^^ 

** And very badly kept too,^^ replied 
the other, laughing at his. great wit; " I 
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fcope what we put in wi§ better credit its 
keeping. Come, Mrs. Puss/^ continued 
lie, " you must turn tail and be off, make 
room for something more fit for this place 
dian yourself/^ 

With these words he was thoughtlessly 
going to exercise a whip he had in his 
hand, when the other stopped his arm by 
sayiHg, " Don't strike her, poor thing, she 
looks miserable enough, and half starved/^ 
, " But what a lazy creature she must 
have been,'* replied he, ** to have lain 
here so long without endeavouring to look 
out a better situation ; why, she seems as 
if she had eaten the hairs from her back for 
food, rather than to sedt for better at a dis- 
tance :" and again he laughed at what he 
thought an exceeding funny remark. 

" She might not have been able to get 
out,*' returned his companion ; ** but she 
seems glad enough to be off now, for 
she is running away as fkst as she can*-*. 

» 

pray let her alone, and let her depart 
quietly." 
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" Ah ! how little do you kaqw of me/^ 
thoitght poor Tib) as she mournfully with^ 
threw ; ^^ how gldd should I be. to femam 
in peace and quiet here. But what will 
niy d^ old friend do When she eomes to 
«eek me, and <k)es not find me? I hope 
these men will ndt observe her, for if they 
do, I tremble for the consequence ; they 
were angry endugh at my being. here, and 
when they see her also, they will surely 
think the place infected with cats, and 
pei^ps kill her/^ 

With these heart>rending fearS poor Tib 
could scarcely move ; yet so eager was 
she to get out of their sight, that she 
could not stand still to consider what 
was best to be done, whether to jretum to 
the house in which Tabby dwelt, or go to 
the sunny watt where she should be sure 
to me^ with her some part of the c&y. 

While she was thus ruminating, she 
lifted up her eyes and perceived her old 
friend some way off, siowiy moving to- 
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wards the place she had left ; biit how t^ 
get at her she knew not, as many walls 
were between them; and her voice was too 
feeble to be heard at that distsmce. 

" I will go back," said she, ^^ and share 
her fate, whatever it is ; she shall not suf- 
fer alone, and. through kindness to me;" 
and turning round, she once more hastened 
to the spot she had but just before been 
so desirous of quitting. The waggon was 
still standing at the door when she reached 
it, and she feared the men had not quitted 
the warehouse. Whiether her friend had 
entered she could not tell, as the build- 
ings between them had prevented her 
: observing the progress she had made to- 
wards it. 

" Shall I go in again," continued she 
within herself, ** and run the risk of being 
seen? but had my friend been there, no 
doubt the men would have seen and- 
turned her out, and I should have hearfl 
their cmel shouts/^ ^ 
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While^ these were her thoughts, the dd 
Tabby m^de her appeartince. 

" What now ?" said she with great 
surprise; " were you going to run away 
before I came ? so well . recovered al- 
ready?" V 

" Don't speak so loud/* replied Tib, 
" I have been turned put, and am misera- 
ble with the apprehension of our being 
both cruelly used, and perhaps killed ; 
pray come, away as fast as you can, for 
there is great danger in staying here." 

"What can you mean?" replied her 
friendi quite bewildered by her alarm, 
" surely you have been dreaming again, 
and donH know what you are talking of. 
I assure you, I would not have brought 
you to a place of danger; I know that 
this place has been unoccupied a gt^t 
while, and not a single creature comes 
nearit/^ 

" That m^y have Been,'* said Tib, ** but 
I assure you it is not so now ; dc»i*t you 
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see tfee waggon which has brought some 
goods, they are now putting way within I 
Prayi pray, come away.*' , 

" Don't be in such a huny,'' $aid th^^ 
TaJ)by, beginning to peiceive her mistake^ 
" I will come as fast as I am able ; the 
men will do nothing to us so long as we 
are out f^ their way, ;^^y must be too 
bvisy about their ow^ coaci^ns to thipk of 
inischief at this time, fond w they maybe oi 
it m others. I was GOUding to invite you to 
break&st, are you not hungry ? However* 
I am glad I ain spared the cnidl fright I 

« 9^uyi haye been in,'* eontinued 9he^ 
*^ had I eome and found yon gone Ga^xt 
^an$e» vd not Ips^^wing whmie/' 

'' I ibaye beem away ipme dist^iiee al? 
lefKJy,'^ u^umpi Tft; ^ Irat pn coming 

. f» f^ pigce item wheniee I coidd see you a 
IP»A w^ pii and t^Uttking you were eom? 

ing here,.! detennined to return a^n and 

tSfiP^ y<H)5 thaA } might «t leaai «we you 
lillth^JiiwipliQpiiW.'' 
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*^ Alas l"" said tf»e Tjibby, '' though 
they pms^ m^ at home w xmich fi>r ik^ 
evea tenjper> I j&nd my ha9tmes» still qoiii- 
tinu^s. I thought .q«wite otherwise when 
we met, ancj that now you were a littje 
better, you were withdrawing yourself 
from me ; hut I beg your pardon, come, 
pray petum with me, and Jet u$ have some 
brea|:f^t |^g|3$HeT, wd thw^ i%PU please^ 
we will price xnQre>t*ke oxnx old atetion^ 
and ypu ^h^ if you are able, relate to 
ine what hs» k^pet^d to you siuce wp 

1^ foav^jraed together there/' 

Xhe two frigj^ds j^lo»^ly moved towards 
the habitation, of the T^bbyj and in thp 
shed, in which they Jbad before foupd 80 
fjeasonable a. mej»l, tljejf Biow jaet, iprith 

jp^ntyXor AemlK^thi aii4 after Wjoyinf 
a /^uiet Bx4 cp0oxtf^^ 
repaired to the wellfknown wafl, -, 
; « H^ry' Mttd |fee T^|)y, " J Jjpjpe w^ 
.sh?U ))e aljjie ,to sit; wijtii.Qut ,,9Jl^, ^r 
at l«!pt an Hour p? two, Wetf,, Ijgiy ?iiie 
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you my friend ?" patting the foot of Tib 
Which was next her, " does not this warm 
sun and tiie good mfeal we have had, re- 
vive you ? * a swealed cat they say is better 
than she looks for, and such may now be 
xsaid of you I hope,^^ continued she with 
a smile. 

" I believe it may,^^ answered ;Tib, 
returning her smile, " tod perhtips it was 
to try the truth of this assertion I was 
made to suffer what I have lately gone 
through; but I will endeavour to think 
of other things, it is time enough to relate 
to you this piece of cruelty when my tale 
is nearly ended, at present I feel too much 
the sad effects of it. 

You may renaember when, last we parted^ 
I was left in the school-house just across 
there, happy in the fiieridship of dear 
little Ferdinand, and not withoiit hopes 
that when the holidays arrived, 1 slipuld 
go home with him— -but, -this was 
too great a pleasure/ I continued to sec 
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ilim^ every/day as I toid yon, tftlcttorend^ 
of the: half year Mrhea- hk mothigr s seiVAnt 
came to fetch him hoinei * Tib/, said ho^ 
to me^ ' Igo home to-nwiMw, aad shall ^ 
seemy dear mamma, bat I shall not forget, 
you;' and then he gave meaaafifeetkmate^ 
squeeze, ia his arms, amcjl added, ' I^hbpe li 
shall, find you heiie when I C€«ne back ; I am 
sure the maM will take . care of yon; and • 
all the boys will go ^t the same times' so^ 
that at least you will be safe fi'om theaaa? 
All* this he thought I could riot undigr- 
stacid ; butoh ! if I could have made hilii: 
comprehend my meaning as w^ as I did 
his, I should have sjud,'pray take me with> 
you,^' for my heart was ready to breaks at> 
the thought of parting. . However^ I saW; 
him get into the chaise the next mwding 
without his seeing me ; for though ^Ih^di 
seated my self upon the wall, h^ngtofed 
. his gentle stroke upon my back one^ more ' 
before, he went, the first; bo;^ th^ came 
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out perceived me, and, settfng up a great 
shout, they drove me from my station ia 
a moment, and it was only through a hole 
in the lower part of it that I could see my 
young friend depart. He looked too hap- 
py to be ^miking of me at that time, and 
I rejoiced to see him so ; and that I might 
not feel his absence too keenly, resolved 
to make my way to the kitchen, and get ' 
into favour with the cook as much as I 
could. 

*' * Wellj I declare one would think the 
cat had sense -enough tp know the. boys • 
were all gone,^ said she, on seeing me 
enter ; * spe here, she is come in as bold 
as a lion. as soon as ever the last chaise is 
gone from the door, poor thing ! she has 
seldom shewn her fece beyond the scul«- 
lery for the last six months, but now, if 
I can keep her, she shall have five or six 
weeks peace and comfort however;' and. 
so saying, she cut me a large plate full of 
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victuals, and was as good as her word to 
me during the holidays. I was her chief 
companion, as most of her fellow-servants 
had obtained leave from their mistress to 
visit their friends, and for some time we 
were alone in the house. 

" You can hardly imagine what a 
change the absence of the boys made in 
it ; all was quiet, and my friend seemed to 
have nothing to do compared with the 
business which was upon her hands when 
the schoor was open ; but these weeks ' 
soon passed away, and then I knew the 
torment that the rest of the boys would be 
to me. I could not regret, however, that the 
time of their returning drew near, know- 
ing that Ferdinand would be among the 
number. When he came I was at the 
^eat ttee to welcome his entrance into 
the play-ground, while I kept myself from 
the sight of every one else. The dear boy 
soon sawtoe, and was delighted that I still 
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r^m^ji^^ed hfm;. he ha4. 1^ the man 
there who came with him^ and at: that 
time but fe\y of the boys were to be seen. 
. " * That's my cat, Thoma^/ ssdd he^ 
themomsnt he perceived me; '«ee,see, 
she recollects me. Oh j do tell mammal f 
this, it will be such a plea^ure to her:; tell 
her that poor Tib came towards me di- 
rectly/ ' Pretty creature!* said the man, 
stroking niy head, ' it is a ,pity you could . 
not have her at home, Master Ferdinand.^ 
' I will, next tijne I go,' said he, ' if 
mamma will give me leave:' but poor 
little fellaw, when he went there again, he 
was in too much trouble to think of what. 
he then said ; for in about, a fortnight's 
time he received a letter, saying his mo* 
ther was very ill, and desirous of seeing 
him. The same man was sent to fetch 
him to her, and from this time I have nei- 
ther seen nor heai*d. any thing of him, 
though I have often wished . I could by. 
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any mebns hear if he had been so iirifor- 
runAte as to lose so good a parent. His 
d^pirture Was too sudden for him to take 
Jkny leAye of me, nor could 1* ex piect it at 
j^ud^h a tiine. I 

*' 4 wafte^ impatiently mote than a 
Month for Bis tetum, concealing myself 
€ls*well as »I could -by creepingTrom one 
iphee of ^fety to another, and n(>w aftd 
then visiting my old friend the cook in. the* 
scullery, till at led^-itii^t^f^iiiy Imms 
^Wimtftiuiid Q^Ut % tfSk mpi mi 6very 
^tfe4%- th^cdtjld ' Miik ^f ^Ib forcfifeht IMe 
^Hs l[)tit ifitb d^§e<mti^. %'«eh 'feanftg 
"th^i^A^s^iib-'likdflSteoa'ofcfear^^^ 
'feftihi, I -dtetermirfed tb leave the place, 
^tlttnkih^ 'I -could "'scarcely meet with -a 
ivorse sititatidn^thah thaVI ^was about to 
quit. But now,*' said poor Tib, nearly 
e!Khaiisfed fk^tn^o much tdflcirte,' ^'^-if vcu 
will give me leave, I must rei^t my tongue a 
'little, and defer telling yoii any more till 
to-iAbtrdw morning. ** 

G 3 
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" By all means, my dear/' returned the 
Tabby ; ** but where will you find a place 
to rest your aching bones ? do you think 
the warehouse is now free from men ? 
perhaps some comer may still be left where 
you may creep in and be undisturbed. 
What say you, shall we go and see ? I dare 
say, after the goods are once placed in it, 
the men will not come again for many 
days, and within that time you may per- 
haps find a better home/ ' 

^^ Thank you, my goodfiiend, I am sure 
you say all you cau to cheer me,'' replied 
Tib, *^ I wish it may be so, and will you go 
with me to the warehouse, and see what is 
to become of me ? If but one lock of 
straw be left for me to lie upon, I shall be 
satisfied) and am sure I can do no harm to 
any thing we may find there." 

" Let us go then," said the Tabby, 
leading the way. 

They were rejoiced to find the place by 
which they at first entered, yet open. 
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and room enough left for poor Tib to 
lodge in i/vithotit danger or fear of any» ^ 
tl)e goods seemed all placed to remain 
some time. Here she once more laid her 
weary limbs to rest, and the Tabby returned 
to her own home. . . 



» « 
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Tib remained in her new abode veiy qui- 
etly all that day and night, except now 
and then visiting her friend to satisfy the 
calls of hunger; and the next morning she 
again accompanied her to the sunny wall 
with her health and spirits much recruited, 
and was enabled thus to continue her 
tale : 

" On leaving the school I thought my- 
self a miserable object, though compared 
to what I now am, quite respectable. I 
was glad to enter any house where I 
thought I should be received ; and soon 
met with one, the door of which was 
open, and where there appeared no boys 
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to tormidBt me. it belonged to 'a wBiAer- 
woman, Vho was too busy at her employ- 
^ mtot to tiotice my entrance ; yet, when 
her "wosk was done, and she sat comfort- 
ably down to tea, she seemed quite glad 
of such a companion. ' Why, where did ' 
you 'conife from?' said she, on observing" 
me take my station atlier fire, ' who sent 
'for you I wondeir? but it is good luck 
they say to have a strange cat come into 
your house, so I -will not turn you out;* 
and after tea she poured thfe contents of 
the milk-pot into a saucer, which she gave 
•me to drink. She was a nice clean w6- , 
man, and her tretftmeYit of me so kind^ 
as soon to make me forget what 1 had 
gone through at the school. 1 remaiYied 
with her till I was got fat and well ag^'n^ 
and then fool-like I ^ve way to the curi- 
osity of ihy nature, and one afternoon left 
her house and entered one much'largei: 
at a little distance, 

" Here IeQso I met with a welcome re- 

g5 
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ceptimi, though I went no fetther than 
the kitchen, %vhere there were many ser- 
vants; and except now and then being 
kicked from the fire-place by one or the 
other of the footmen, I led a comfort- 
.able life here also, was well fed, and well 
treated. It was in this fimiily I had my 
first kittens, and was allowed to nurse 
them till they were old enough to leave 
me: In short, I began to think myself 
one of the most fortunate of my kind. 
My friend, the Tabby, thought I, surely 
met with more troubles than any one else, 
and therefore $he gave me so many warn- 
ings of what I was to expect; for my 
part I have found none but friends, but 
alas ! I have since found that you did not 
say too much.. It was my going on thus 
smoothly in both the families to which 
I joined myself, that made me quite 
.thoughtless of danger wherever 1 went ; 
and instead of regret, I felt only pleasure 
whai^.L was taken by the servants to a 
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house 4}uite at the other end of the town, 
whidi their master had hired ! I shaU how 
see soikie scenes quite new, said I, and 
:find >as many friends here as I have left 
behind' me; and it is this change in the 
place of my abode/^ continued s^e, 
^^ which accounts fer my not having seen 
'you, my good friend, since, and is the 
reason diat I have not found my way to 
this wall; but I have had cause enough 
to regret that I ever went with theaoT, i for 
here it was my troubles b^;att. After 
being there some time, I made several ac- 
quaintances among my neighbouis' cats, 
one of whi^h I frequented more than the 
rest, till the master df the house in which 
9h6 lived,*not being well inchned towards 
us, used ev^ means to keep me away ; 
and often have I had a pail of water 
thrown . over idie, and gone; hornet half 
drowned ; when, instead of laughing at 
my distress, the cook would pity me, and 
order aplace to be left at the fire for me to 

06 
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drjc ixiyself* .sBtit :^tiia»e ^oweiy bailiings 
did inot binder my frequent uttempte to 
see myifie^^ iiri^^d, ^tiU ^me^Axyibie'sttBxe 
cmel msan threw a g-hsblet s(t me, ^iii^h 
happsmd to be in bis ^liand, the p<»iit <^ 
wt^ch^stiarckin myaide, dedaring,'thdt ^ if 
i:hiit did Trot do for ii&e, be woidd throw 
lOLe into the river ^b^ next time I came:^ 
Whether he- suspected me of stealingwiy 
thing^frcHnliig larder/ that made him 60 in- 
vetemte .against m^, 1 knon^ not, but f 
'w^ too weiUBdoandrtaken care of atihome, 
to do any thiB^f-of that sort, it \iras>for the 
;^e of ins cat only that -I w^it fbere^. 
Homever, the pain I thenfdt ccnljipletdfy 
cured me of '^ewish^'Of visiting onewh^ 
appeared'/ta&elilittie or sioihing for me,^a6 
she never oi^ce came to inquire after my 
"wound, thongh she saur me mm howling 
off under the:wguiifa xif 4t. My good 
firiend .the .cook was mudh enmged 01 
teeing the jconditioii I was ii>, <iKnd vowed 
<essrengeu)n :the ;cruel ^fellow who h^d thut^ 
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/nrcmBd^d >me, could she .find hm. out. 
She tookig^eat cave of me ^during lay rill- 
iiess, and I was a Jong 4rnie * confined in 
eonsequenoe of it, tiil i was quite tii^of 
^he^same pkbce, and longedtto be nvell, t)iat 
I might indulge ta^y fancy 43yTOMing about 
again. Such, I am ashamed iod^y, was 
n^y ungmt^l temper.; I ♦even, grew tired 
of seeing the cook «o ^^fimL mme -to . tbe 
^basket in^whi^h I <ii¥3as laid, t^KHigh she air 
w^grs brought?me :inilk, or something nica, 
which she thought I shot^ld dike, 1 4t«ve 
suacientlypuuiahed^^^rit^incet i 
so mn^h so as ito make me ta^re sa»- 
{ti^iied and oeMented should Itiigain moet 
with so kind a mistress, ^t I will con- 
ce«i 'nothing from you, «y fdear finend, 
.tfaoughl am convinced thi^il^aa^ going to 
ireiate-what'Wdai greatly lessen me in your 
rQpiivboi^ andymi wlU truly .«ay, &0t what 
I have met with , siuce is my just reward^ 
twhen I add, idiat J was no sooner /got 
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quite yirell, than I left the house in which 
I had been taken so mt^ch care of.** 

The old Tabby shook her head on hear- 
ing this. " And did you really go ?'* said 
she—" I must own that there are but few 
among us who appear to have that sense of 

■J " 

gratitude for which dogs are so much talked 
of. I seem to be sorry for the disgrace it 
brings upon our species — ^but you did go, 
and it cannot now be helped. Pray go on ; 
I cannot wonder ^t any thing that hap- 
pened to you afterwards.'^ 

*' Nor scarcely be sorry for it, can you Y^ 
said poor Tib, in an humble tone ; '** but 
that I should forget your counsel,** added 
she, " hurts me the most.** 

"Oh !** returned the Tabby, " experi- 
ence is the best instructor; my advice 
might have been ^rgotten, but one would 
have thought you had felt too much the 
cook's kindness to have left her, ikaiwos 
so recent it couM not be out of your mind 
-—but pray go op.** 



•^ 
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"I have uothiagf to plead in my ex- 
cuse/^ said Tib, " and therefore will pro- 
ceed in my tale : — 

^^ Much ashamed of my conduct, and 
afraid of being brought back again if 
any one saw my intention, I crept into 
the area in the dusk of the evening, and 
bade adieu to that house for ever, and 
all my friends in it Hurrying as fi«t as I 
could, I vainly hoped no one would see 
me, as I kept close to the houses, but 
th^-e was scarcely a boy or girl that passed 
without noticing me ; some only pointed 
at me, others clapped their hands, while 
some gave me a kick, and one or two of the 
boys took off their hats to throw over me, 
so that I was not without m^ny bruises 
before I got to a place of safety, which 
was a watchman's box, and which he had 
just opened for the night. I own I could 
not compl^i or pity myself for the treat- 
ment Ihad received ; * One would think,^ 
sard I to myself, * they knew of my in- 
gratitude, and were determined tb repay 
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•me for it.^ ^lowever, tJi3 wat<lhttian re- 
ceived meivery kindly, though he had na- 
thing to give me but shelter, and this tn-as 
^n 1 -stt 'present wanted. Before he went ! 

'hom^ in the morning, which was very 
nearly, he put me out, «aying, * I don^t 
-suppose you will like to stay here all day, 
Mrs: Puss, therefore you must find yomr 
way 'home again, or if y^u can*t -do tfiat, ' 
wid 'Choose to conie here again at night, 
3*11 give you the meeting ;' so saying he 
•locked the door and -departed, while I, 
knowing it would t>e the same to m^ 
wherever T went^ endeavoured to foHow 
him. * §0 I can but see something new,^ 
said I, * ^is all I w%nt,* and therefore crept 
tts close to his lieels as I could, till he en- 
tered a public hbuse that had been open 
all the night ; here I was afraid to ventui^, 
«s I^sawiBO many pot-boys idling about, and 
therefore proceeded some dbbrs farther, 
till I saw a cellar window not closely shut, 
and -determined to go down, and' try what 



wcmld be my fet€5 there. But? befi9r€l^I' pi^- 
ceeftdvifyou pieaee, Isfco^ like-aifi^e 
refreshment.*^ . 

«* ^es/' -said i the T^^feby, "*« ^jiHd ^o 
shcilld :I ^too ; for my-^ge w4H * n^t-^H<Hv 
ine to be so long without food as formerly ; 
indeed I feel myself declining, but we will 
not talk of it, rather let us make the best 
of our way home,' and we shall again, I 
dare say, fin.d plenty of provision for us 
both.^^ 

'* I shall, I hope, soon be able to pro- 
vide for myself, my dear friend,^^ said Tib ; 
** it is a shanlfe thus to live upon you/^ 

" How often shall I beg you not to 
mention 'this?** returned her friend; " I 
assure you I always have more than I can 
eat by myself/^ 

This was their conversatioti as they tra- 
velled to tb^shed, where they found even 
more than they expected ; for George 
having observed the companion his fa- 
vourite had brought, was kind enough 
to provide for her also, by putting a plate 
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fix each* After eating. her share, Tib re- 
turned to the warehouse, while the oid 
Tabby took her usual nap before the fire', 
in hopes of recruiting her strength to hear 
more of her frientf s story in the evening. 



'-U 
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CHAP. IV. 




In the coursMpf the afternobn, and before 
George returadd from school, the Td[>by 
resolved to visit her sick friend ; for thoiq[h 
her Qwn age and infirmities greatly in- 
creased, the anxiety she had felt for her 
did not in the least wear off. ^^ I shall 
certainly die soon,'? said she, *^ and if you 
have any regard to my advice, and remem- 
ber the counsel I at first gave you, of not 
changing your abode so often, pray follow 
it now, keep close to me, and seek no 
farther for a fiiend. In a few dbys I shall 
be no more, I feel my end is approaching, 
and George, when he sees you constantly 
with me, will, for my sake, beat you well, 
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and, ^fter my death, you will supply my 
pla^e to him, and in his friendship the 
loss of mine will not be so greatly felt by 
you/' 

" Surely you are only trying iny regard/' 

said Tib, " when yoii* talk thiis; there is 

' nothing I would not do to preserve your 

life. Is it not your sharing your meals 

"^mi^ me tltat>mntic0il*y6u leel .weadter, or 

v^j^KDkuri ha^g^felt so much for iDe > kt me 

j||p9ie€tfemwhbie'ieAse'md^ : 

** IKon^hflibgO'cJo "whofe birt with hbbb^*^ 

jtAnmeA €sfUb^, '<! ^i^EhL* liio^o^iaxd'my' 

l]sfik»\tith ydtDl^ my Inisi; add Gedtge #iU, 

rI^i(ilo#v«<^^tiimet to^tbvifite: fer -us Isotli, if 

-be^ffiiisiyoii dwaips Qiere^ bomerheine'willi 

line, theiH soid^haTe tny basket toiiii^hi ; 

ly^^a^ati^'^einfiniish yt)M3^1i4dtoty tisyou^pe 

nabte, «na, while I tim oilivo, Wt «fs be no 

"fhe^aiS^tton :of 1«» ^^^iisT flbientl, and tHe 
thatfghti[)f krsiiig ^h^r, 'wae'tor) keenly feit 
. byvpoor iHb Xb Bllmv herto i^xf res» it, she 
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and with her entered the house,- deter- 
mined to remain there till she difed, if not 
absolutely turned out,^ and to act- after* 
\yards according to the reception she should* 
meet^witlv. ' 

George was just returned from school ; 
the tea-things were • placed on the table, 
^d his mother waiting for him. " Look, 
my dear,'* said she, "• your cat has brought' 
her companion within docHTs now; do you 
allow of that ?" 

" Oh yes, mother, pray let her stay," 
said the compassionate bey, *^ till she 
is a little better, see how thin- she is/ 
and what a condition h^r back is in ; I 
think it veiy good of my Tabby to take 
so much notice of her ; but she is a nice 
cat," continued he, " and I love h&c dearly,'- 
taking his old favourite on his knee, and 
stroking her on the back ; while poor Tib 
modestly stood b^ind his-ehair, every now 
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and then catcliing an encouraging glance" 

from her friend. 

« • ■ 

*' Come f<»r\yard, pussy/' said George, 
looking behind him, <' don't he afraid : 
no one will hurt you here, and for the sake 
of her you came with, PU give you a little 
milk,'* 

Tib purred her thanks, and the old 
Tabby, highly delighted that her scheme ^ 
had answered so well, rubbed her head 
against his knees, and did all she could to 
express her gratitude. ' 

" Very likely," said Greorge's mother to ' 
him, " these cats have been friends a great- 
while ; Tabby does not seem at all to dis- , 
like her having the milk . " 

" No, no, she's too good natured for 
that," returned he, " and she shall not fare 
the worse, I'll take care of that ; if you 
can't spare any more milk, mother, I'll 
go and. buy her a halfpenny worth, I have 
got a halfpenny in my pocket." 

*^ Oh there's plenty left, my dear," an 
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swered she, " and you are welcome to 
it/' 

The two friends thus got a C(»nfortable 
meal together, and by the fire-^ide; after 
which they crept closer to each other, and 
George would stroke them both at one 
time. 

"How kind he isP^ said Tib to her 
friend* 

" I knew he would, my dear,'' returned 
the Tabby ; " for my sake he will treat you 
kindly ; and now I hope you'll promise 
me not to leave him after I am dead." 

" Not if he treats me thus," said Tib, 
"I cannot; I almost fancy myself with 
dear Ferdinand again !" 

George and his mother went early to 
bed, and left both Tabby and Tib in quiet 
possession of the kitchen. 

" Well," said the latter veiyjoyfuliy, " I 
am not y^ turned out, but I was half 
afraid when I saw your mistress^^nkovefirom 
her seat ; if it was not for her love to 
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Qj^o^f I am au|re^ I should have' been 
put without the door before they went 
upstair^f bgut here la&v?^' contmued-she, 
« ajpd ^tis you, my 4«ar friend, whom I. 
ha^e tp tlwik^ ifc^' 

" Ypu 4c?«mat.be more thankful th^i I ^ 
am /^ returned Tabby, " and as it is^npt 
late^ a^4 npidier of us appear sleepy, I wUl, 
if you please, hear some more of your ad- 
ventures. We can sit here while thore is 
any beat remaining in the ai*as/' 

^* With all-my heart,'^ replied Tib, *' I 
have not been so happy, and with so gpod 
a. house over my head, as Iamto*night 
fpr some time past. I left offi I think, just^ 
as I had crept through a half shut cellar 
, wiftdow^; and /Such a house as I th^n got 
into I believe you can hayeao conception 
of. Hei^ I saw variety enough, for it was 
inhabited by six or s^ven different jSmai- 
li^s, who seldom or ever spoke to ea^h 
oi;h^r but to quarr^ and in tui^ X be- 
longed to them all. Uiider ground lived • 



fk^ Oldster tad mi^tfess 0f Hi. M!^ Ifet their 
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rooms nbove to wbnm^v^ wo^ld ^e 
&^ni. ) WM no soc^e^ tl^TOii^ Ihe lt«de 
plftcei of a criJar,, to whkk the wimIow i^ 
jQUtte^l me, tha» I cwie k^ the kitchen, 
"viJKice th^y woie 9Htia^g 9£ bceakf^^ tvro 
litdc^^irty childrea were vitli th;^9)» who 
both cried outt or seeing mes as if th;^^ 
w^e ^ghtei^d. * What's the i»atler 
AOvr ?' said their Either, whai he saw the 
Qmi3€> of tjbeir alfM^Did * are you nSmd of a 
eat? shi^ woa^ biKt you.** I expected 
fif«»ii ^s th»t he wcHiid hfkve been more 
kind to m» thwi he wai^j. fori on qiy veor 
turiii^'to apt»x>cK;j^ the ^ble, he lilted up 
his foot aiid gave i^ a kick) which threat 
me quite to. the other end of the ipom. 
> Dear! Tom^ % never saw €«y body so 
«rue! in n^ Ijy^ ai» you are,' said his^ wife, 
^ you deserve to be floggedi V^ yoif do ;' , 
lii^bile the childi^u^s alaini ^ ^h^viselveg 
w^ htro^d into l^r hf me, a^d, on heaiv. 
iPg iiVJ!: cries,. th§y both seemed to piiy m^^^ 

M 
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'■< W'e' want • no ^cafts,^ * said- h'e,'' *^ I vvon'^t 
have her ehcouragett tO' tomeh^ei- *" Bttt 
'she shall if she likes it/ repHed his wife, as 
I aftervvsirds discovered; - iflore 'but of perr 
verseness to him than' dolnpassibri for me^ 

* you ou ght to be ashamed to treat poor dumb 
animals so/ and, getting up, she came and 

ied me to the fire. * Come and stroke 
iilly and Betsey/ said she ; * see how 
your father has hurt hel* ; she won^t scratch . 
you, poor thing \^ The children- then ven- 
tured to do as she^bistde them, and were 
much pleased to see* 'me eat the "milk she 
poured into a saucer. * And so,' said he, 

* you are going to give her what ought to 
Be for our tea this afternoon ; if I had done 
so, what a piece of work you' would; have 
made abotit it/- ^ You are always" think- 
ing of yourself,' • aris\vfer^ she; ' afraid of 

- • • • 

not having any milk with' your tea now, 
when YOU' ha^^jtfsfhada gciod breakfast ; 
it is^a shame to' dfefty a poot-c^t a Jittle of 
what's- Jeftl' **'¥ou are .as likely tp d0 it 
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yourself tOTmorppw morning/ said he, as 
Jie weat put of the ropm ; and I found his 
wordg true ; for when she saw that he took 
no farther nofice of it, she njBver:gave me 
any thiiilg to edt or drink, 

" But this dispute was only a prqlude to 
what I was afterwards to witness in thp 
house ahove stairs ; for there was nothing 
else to be heard, as I said, from morning 
to night. There was no regularity or com- 
fort in any part of it, except with an old 
woman up two pair pf stairs, who kept, a 
school forlittle children, and whose scho- 
lars were mostly belonging to the families 
there, and in the two or three neighbour- 
ing houses, r It often ;mjide .ni0 w^onder to 
see tjiese little creatures get up and down 
stairs as they did, holdii^g]fast by the ba- 
lusters all the way. fo;r fqar of fjp^ling, while 
their old governess used-, to ^taiifl at the 
top, w;^tcbingthen)rtill,tbe3c \^^iEjre all safely 
landej4;at theibottoB^. . ^ j .,..., ., ; : 

H 2 
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** But she was not fte first peiswi I visited 
after I tsfVtfae lower regiii»;iiM5rwonlil my 
curiosity aHoiT me to remain long m «iy 
part of it, tiH I had seen every room in 
• the house* On tite ground floor were two 
litde shops, one fer pieftcres and Mlads, 
the other for garden stuff; but thia wa» far 
ftom bemg kept in the order in which my 
first mistress kept her's^ and whom 1 1^ 
3rOtt of so long ago. I might here have 
]X>llisd the potatoes and turnips ribout as 
much as I pleased, without vexing the 
owner of them ; but whether I was then 
grown too old for such ditngs to amuse 
me, or that it was thepeihrerseness of n^ 
nature not to wish todo so when I foimd 
itgavenovneaunesstottiy body, I can- 
not tell, but 1 nowfoh no desire to ^y 
with them* An xM man kept the od^er 
shop, but I eouid not get hnft to take any 
notice of me; ^ tarue he tteter used me 
ill, or turned me eWt of his feifitories, 
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wfakh was cmly ft Utde space forted off 
from his shof), ami which serv^ him for 
his kitch^ mad tedchajtxber ; but wl^ether 
I came into k or went out, he seemed not 
to regafd, though he took specisd cane that I 
should not find any thing to eat or drink 
whenever I visited him. A woiaan owned 

• 

llie othitn^op ^aiid A Uttle room bdbdnd it ; 
and in die oppositenpartmeattothat of the 
t>h) s€J)o<d*7teistre9$^ Mved another who 
* carried on the mmt trade aes the one below, 
except that ^i^ attended thentmik^ts with 
the greens and garden stuff her husband 
brought her from the country ; and scarcely 
eyer did she eome down stairs to go out 
with her loadi than a dispute arose be- 
tween these two women, which had the 
best goods : it is said that ^ two of a trade 
can nj&ver agree/ and I am sure they veri- 
fied the remaik. In (me apartment on the 
first floor lived two young women who 
were mantua»makei^, and in the other a 

h3 
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man and his wife; with four children, very 
different from those below ; as they were 
all so fond of me, I was like to have been 
torn in pieces each -time I went among 
them, each wanting to have me in their 
arms at the same time. The rooms at the 
very top of the bouse were let to single 
men, who only came there to sleep. But, 
among all this v€u*iety, I liked none so 
well as the school-mistress, who often put 
me in mind of her in whose house I was 
bom, and she would have been as fond of 
me as that old lady was of my mother, 
bad I endeavoured to keep in her favour. 
She would not suifer any of her little ones 
to teaze me; but sometimes, when they 
had read their alphabet quite perfect,' by 
way of reward I was allowed to lie in their 
laps, while they scratched* my poll, and 
listemd to my loud purrings; till at length 
a quarrel arose between them, in whose 
lap I purred the loudest, and she was 



oF'PoojR.pusavr m^ 

obliged *to ;takei me alviiy,f ami '^ettlp th^ . 
(Jifferencfe by: telliog J:h^m.they jv.efceAYQbse{ 
than babies to dispute about such a thingv 
aS'tlftit.* After ei'^eping aiboat fipm>fc/am 
to room, for neady- three mQntJis; tj^Qugb" h 

chiefly liy^ mth h^x :l:^^Mi^my:»J^p^mt 

^Y^ fine; ixiyr ^mg fo IJYe \up«>i!v: J:gNw; 
tired <tf- this .$it&at jon'also^ arid rfesQived to, 
se^k-jatfQther. ,: ; ;. r - . 

1 . *^ Bufiyou 1a^ef^6dd][»g,'I^yfriQ|ld/^ Said. 
Tib, Qb§ervi'i)g' her old , coo^panion ' halC 
asleep, " Fm afraid I,bav;e tired you with 
my tojfigue; Itfdrget how longrl, hftye beeiX 
talking. The fire is quite out; shall we 
go to your bed ?" ^ r T 

. " CjP wh0re?'^^ ^id the Tabby , " go to 
bed ! Oh dear ! so we should, ' I bad ^uitQ 
fbrgot wherjB we \yea«e;but tipo^ ^y word 
I-begvypur p^xlon, I Ira^e not been long 
a^i^ep,. or if I* havQ^ I havfe heard all-vou 
were saying — aboutthe old school-mistress 
wasn^tit?" 

H4r 
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« Y«,*^ tmd Tib, mifing ; « but I 
ImI inade my jAiny aIiiio»t too tei^ £E>r 
yoiii.^f 

^ No, no," returned her friend, *• don^t 
ikltk 80, I bear betta* when my eyes w^ 
i^ut, ihAt 18 all, and if I hare beena litde 
wdi, yMrfirieii&Up will, I know, excu8« 
it; but now, if you Kke, Vf^ will goto bed^ 
and you 8hd3 tshai^ the bo^cet and i^ece of 
carpetting I lie upon ; both togeiber we 
dhafi soon get warm ;*' irnd eo fttying, i^e 
led the way.toaclosM ua which fiJie Mept. 

/^ Y'&a have fesgiteti my appearifiig so 
kiattentive, have not you ?** 



^ To ke sure I have/* said Tib: •• 'tis I 
have most reasoA to ask Ibigiveness fbf 
keeping you up so much beyond your 
usual hour/' 

** Ah! my dear, there was atime when I ' 
did not care how late I was — ^but you love 
me too well, I know, to despise me fw 
the infirmities of age,^ 
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" Despise you !'* said Tib, ^ I love you 
dearly ;*' and then laying their heads close 
together, they were soon both souild asleep; 
and had nothing to disturb their slumbers 



the rest of the night. 



w. 
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CHAP. V. 



As soon a« he came down stairs the next 
morning, George noticed both his four^ 
footed companions sitting as usual close 
together, and resolved not to part th^m. 
" My poor Tabby/* said he, '^ you shall 
not lose your breakfast for bringing in ano- 
ther to share it with you ; but I will take 
plenty of milk for you both ;*' and when 
the milk -man came, he, unknown to his 
mother, bought a double quantity, that 
neither of them should want a breakfast. 
On Jiis going to school, they repaired to 
the place of their old resort, but the poor 
old Tabby could scarcely crawl along, 
while Tib evidently grew better and 
stronger. 
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"Let me bear. the' remainder bCiyoai 
story first, my ..dear friend/' said: sKe/ 
".whileri "arn able to listen to it, I fery 
much fear I shall soon lose all my recoil 
lection;: yet, if you can ^void it, don^ 
forsake ntCy and,- in the^e my la^t days^ :if 
I shouhd behave to you with-iodifference^ 
set it down to my age aijfdifaiirinities, nd* 
want of regard, for, while I hare life ai*d 
sense, and it appeare'tanievnow, my dear^ 
thatthese will not be.gmntfedTnelodg^ you 
wiil be 'nearest .my hearty a^ next to^ ybw, 
dear Geo^/:^ ; i ?;* 'b I \'> ,\r: . 
- I^hei aiBFection: of.»li% inopcased evei^Jf 
time hev^friimd talked in this way i sottie-* 
times she feared she saw. the tnith^pf what 
ibe said, and at another boped it might h4 
only/ the ioDiaginatidni of.^her aged.-friendy 
and. that in a :fewdfe3fenshe should find jier 
sprita better : " But,' 'said she,' ^1 } wiij^ 
comply with your request in every thing, 
my best dl)«i8eH^^ atid/ pi^M&tee you-ier 
remain with Georg^4fillj;iity dyipg/ddyiiiil 

H 6 



us THE ADVtmiVKes 

he win keep me so long. I will also go on 
vrith liy Btory, as you desire it, tfaougb i 
am half afraid I shall fatigue you, and per-» 
haps you -mM feel too much at my sufirar^ 
ingSy though i will be as Inri^f in the ae« 
count of them as possible. As to sayii^ 
I wift not leave you till you aie no moi^» 
it is impQBsSile to do otherwise, nor cas 
fte iafimuties or ibiigetfiilness of my fiiend 
aijbe me fbmet her/^ 

"^ I thank ypm^ my dear,^,' r&tioiied l&e 
Tikbhyv *^ I ^xU uieDtion this suia^ect ncr 
m&t^y fer I #te you can scarcely bear it,' 
though i^inelfa^ diought of losing Ufe is 
ift.camp9if80ft nothiag to livkis qmte uih 
•Mb to^ hieip v^^ielf. Bui so^oa witii yw# 
tak. This warm tmi serives ine^ I, feel i 

<|uite aSfe '^gaiu^ and interesHild ha what 
yoa are g'^ to^ rdate^wyon were >UBt 
pmig f& 4»IM tiM^l^MJ^inistMis,^ ea^i^ 
imMlil6<i ^*yiw««ethatlKareiM>tfoigot 
wiSity^}^ off^ thoi^ yoia thought mcr 
lialf «dQep tet^ii^*' 

- 4 
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Tib i^miled, Md coa^ued bei* eveiitftii 
historjr as fdlows : * 

^^ When I teft tira house, I did nbtg» 
Ikr, but crept iBtq the finit I ccmld meet 
with opeD^ which was a cheeseifibfig0r'6 
fihop; hate I found pledty of fot>d and 
employment iocatehiog mite ; not dad any 
e«e widi to turn me out, tix>%b Iha^ 
were two eats already Ui^e^ Tbef w<b#e 
so. iofegted with vennia that I was d weK 
come Yintor, j^iticuk^fly as Idid^miNre e;ke« 
iHfttioiiaDicmg^them than biyih the other ps^ 
had dohebeftAeJ* ' Hete/ saidilfaeiiiae to hii 
wife, who T€ituinbclfro0iit visit in theQ€Hiili> 
try $Si^limi been there afeoutmw^^and 
bnic^t two littfe boys with faer^ whom I 
afterwards? found weM tbe duUbiM of a 
sfister ju9t d^adv aisd'she wa» endeavour* 
HSfg to supply the place <rf^ tbek nac^tbee to 
fb^i^-*-^ here,' said her hMsbahid, * wis; 
barregoti m xm^ a&vmat si^ce ytm we0t» 
and Miedolar beffrarb wel^ IfU fteamt 
^011 ; anotlmt cat 18 ceotip ansbg^ 11^^^ 
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am happy to teU youish'e ia a'good mbuiser 
too, not like the lazy thitigs we have had; 
sh^ has caught eighieeDor.twenty mice al- 
ready.; our cheeses Will not go^so fast iiow 
I hope/ 

. " * 1 hope riot/ answered she^ pattipg me 
on the b^ck, ' unless we get better cus- 
tomers than the mice, whichpay for ik>- 
thing that they take, nor can we get their 
names u5)on -our books/ The childrea 
laughed at this remark of th^ir aunt, and 
iseemed much inclined to notice me, but 
she would not let them *take me in theit 
laps ; ' f(^r,* said /she, *' it wjU -soon mak« 
her foi'get td: catch mice if. she is. nursed 
and played -with ; nothirig spoils a, good 
mousc^r so soon/ In coiisequence of this 
I was* not made much of^asit is commonly 
said virhett any one is taken a deal of nor 
tice'of by anot^ier; but! w&s well-spoken 
of, much better than the other cats, wbcr> 
for someitime^' regarded me with a jealous 
eyo, ami ^V^ouid take nt> tiotiee: o£ me i>ut 
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to snarl and .spit at me, which, whenever 
our master or mistress saw, they were beat 
. for it ; while I was taken more care of than 
ever, jnvited to come nearer the fire, and 
- the children allowed to give me some 
milk, ol' whatever they were then partak- 
ing of. 

*'The care this good man and woman 
took of these motherless chrldren, andthe 
kindness with which they treated them, 
greatly raised them in my estimation; they 
had lost two or three children of their 
own, and these seamed to supply their 
place; in short,* i it was a respectable and 
United family into which I .was now got, 
•but they were not so fortunate in their bu- 
siness -as I thought they deserved to- be*': 
f every Saturday night the -man settled his 

^ accounts-^rbut I could observe this by his 

coutitenance, and which I saw his wife 
I rwatch almost as narrowly as myself, and 

I 'you know that a cat is noted for so doing. 

^ I could not help being interested for them, 

though I knew not what was going on, but 
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ha¥<e siiice learned he feared becoming k 
bankrupt, wbich is not being able to ptiy 
those of whom he had bought gcM>ds to sell 
again^ nhd which was aftertVards the €aS0, 
though I did not know what wo^ld be t^ 
consequence of this, i kept his sioi^ 
room and his shop as free from mic^ 9iA t 
eoM \ but alas ! very fc!w people csime 
into the bttc^, qor did he ahraryB receivfe 
m&siey from those wh6did ; they owed him^ 
and he owed others, tilt at 'fest I heaoFd tiitti 
leB bis Ynf6 he feared they wt»^ quitfe 
mined. She turned pale at beiaring tbtt^^ 
and thb next day vil their feaolsi were cofi*- 
ismed ; for tbi b^Iifib, as thc»f atfe called, 
mM^ into the bonse^ and terriUe Id^klng 
a^n th€^ weie ; I cb not wonder at peio^te's 
ftigbt^mng their childfeii wfafeii diey have 
done wfOngy by thrieataning to s^nd the 
ba^f& 4^ thiiBL When they saw Aes^ 
mm db^ittf and tbeir mast^ gfft^^ t^lail^ 
biar ^ife and the cfatldtai ttood ^ing 
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begging to go out c€ the limtse as booh 
a»tiey coukU Ae odier two catscmtte 
cfKfiiog lOundiBe^' What is tbomfttter ?' 
said tbejr toth, ^ can you tdl r VNo/ asid 
I, ^ I koow not wistt k going c«b-^ttt I 
wiliaot leave my laaater 9nd udobemiS I 
cw help it ; perbqia tbey jbavafaeavd tome 
bad JICW89 aod sra ^'i^dy gotto out fer a 
iir|]^; yon see tisqr hai^ taken wa/img 
^tdtiilliem^andBieTeiyniuf^tlonfaldd. i 
am detemrinedto stay till thqr come hwk 
again/ ^Aie you ^ said they, looking aietoh 
odier with a aigmficant kerr^ it iaa w<m# 
derthey had nojt taken aucfaa fityomrifeaa 
ycMi im ^i&tbem; bat we donotsap* 
po^ lliey #ill have maay ndae to c«bch 
for die future, or that youll ever aee them 
here again. However, you may atay if yoa 
like, and aee what you ahali see, but as 
for us we shall b^'off as &8t as we can;^ 
and with these W9fd8.lhi^y set x^ swiag** 
ing dfieir taib and iaugfaing at my foUy« 
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The next day the house yras all; confusion ; 
eveiy piece of furniture in it was put out 
of its place, while I crept about frojn room 
to rooin, vaarify hoping for the return of my . 
i&aster and midtres^ and wondeiing what' 
if all could meaU) and now and then meet- 
ing witha mouse to itatisfy my hunger. I? 
efverylday isaw some new fades ©f,meH:w5ioi 
appiskred to be taking accbiintefthc goods ;. 
to some of these I was the object of xniith/ 
and df :^ pity to others, till , from what f hey . 
said 'ikx my hearing, I uhderatpbd eviery 
thing was to be sold for the benefit of the 
creditors ; but even then I did riot doubt 
that my master would return with his^^ 
family when this was^ done. But at tength 
the house got fuller than ever; people: 
came in from all quartens, men, women,, 
and children ; one looked at one thiag, and 
another at the other. ' Do buy this,' said, 
one ; ' I am sure we want this,' said ano- 
ther^; while: I could riot help being, vext to: 
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see what my mistress kept so clean, aad 
made so choice of, treated as they .now 
were. No one seeuied to take any care of 
them, and the house was ransacked . from 
top to bottom. The next morning, to my 
great i^utprise, the racket continued^ and 
the sale begaa. You would have laughed 
to have seen the solemn looks of the ladi<^j 
who sat round a long table, on which tlie 
goods were exhibited, and how eagerly 
they watched thelooks of a great tall man, 
mounted above them all, at or^e end of it, 
who, with an ivory hammer in his hand, 
knocked down the things to those who of- 
fered the l^ighest price for them. I con- 
tinued in the room all the time, and befoi'e 
the auctioneer iarrived, for so was this tall 
man called. I walked about among the 
ladies with my usual boldness, and was, 
till he came in, the principal object of their 
attention. ' Poor thing !' saidone, offering 
her muff for me to lie upon, * I never saw a 
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€dl «o tame be^bre ;' — < km xxmdk will i^ 
dell for, I wonder/ said aaother; * landl 
wfaA lot js» dbe to he put up with >^ In t^s 
way they soused thenasdvea tiH tile «iiC'* 
ticm begio, aiid then dieir wlioie atteittton 
was tafeen up by ^ raiions tbiiigs placed 
before tbern^ I crept under the table at 
whidb, mounts on the lower onet the 
auctkiieer was plaeed, and, except wfaea 
be ^Te n very loud thump over ny head 
wi^ his Jkamsa^) ei^f ayed a con^xtaUt 
nap.** 

Xt now began raining vety fast, and both 
Tib and her friend were too great invalida 
to think it safe to sit th^e during the 
shower ; they therefore hastened home» but 
not before the poor old Tabby had got €<»n« 
pletely wet through, nor could she help 
iearing her illness wouMbe increased by it. 
^ On.their return a place was opened fc^ both 
to dry themselves at Ae fire ; but Tabby 
felt the ill effects of so sudden a change ; 
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fiv> Oft M&Btg asleep^ ^vbeashe aiKoke sh^ 
i^w^seaiecilf aUe te^ iiM>TO a lioab* 

^ I haare tsai^eu cold/' said she ta h&t 
fi^end,, whasatqf^letly watchiJQg bee; ^^I 
«baU GHStef b« abte ta go upoa that wall 
again, my legs will not cany a» so 
fer ; but how are you ? do you not feel 
something of the wet jacket you have 
had?*' 

*' No/' said Tib ; " since sitting by this 
fire, I ;aan as dry and as warm as ever, and 
hope you will be so too when our good 
little friend comes home, and has provided 
fiome warm milk for you— and see hefe he 
is." 

At these words George entered, and 
seeinig the sad condition of his fevourite, 
he had no sooner taken off his hat than he 
did as Tib had said^ warmed some milk in 
a saucepan, and gave her, refusing to eat 
any of the dinner his mother had provided 
for him till he had seen her drink it* Tib 
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'6am^ in for her fehare, and then had the 

satisfaction of seeing her friend again c<Mn- 

* • • , . - . • -i 

posed to sleep, -during .which she ten* 
Merly watched her, hoping a few hours 

slumber would restore her to her usual 
'health, •: 
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When Tabby waked about h6r accuse 
tomed time in the afternoon, arid the tea- 
things, as usual, were waiting for George, 
she found herself somewhat better, though 
still unable -to move. 

"How are you now?*' said Tib affec- 
tionately. 

" A little better, my dear,*' replied she, 
" but certainly I shall never be* able to get 
to -my favourite^ spot again, though I- was 
far from thinking so when I left it, or I 

• • • • r 

could not have come away withotit feeling 
more. You will soon have the sole pos- 
session ^of it, my friend; there I hope you 
will continue to' sit, atid* sometimes tkink 

• • • 
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* ^^That.I sl^ do wherever I amv' re- 
turned Tib;: *^ I need not go to th^ sunny 
wali to call to remembrai^ci^ your extreme 
^kindness. < But though you m^y, be no 
longer able tp go tbqrcs yfiu will, I hope, 
yet remain for some time an inmate of this 
house, and I shall have it in my. power to 

4Wtpm m S00K9, m^uve the c^^NintiQn 
if^^ i»yt» $he w> H^» Iqp t^erty m^^ing 

a stop to their convens^tiiw ^ presewt ; the 
goMt^DftUir^ boy wm ^ ms^^»s ^ the 
health , of his kvourite . as was . Tib» i^d 
MklM^ them vii^ w«^^ iii» thi^ipen- 
4m(P^f9.t» wte it better, ^tonstrAs 
^-tiiM sfttts ^ aecsied^ ^ite. ]»c<)irered 

^ tmmik b!P^ lilie i^mnindNr #ff your 
3A«[y tm^nii^U^^ wi4 ;die; /^ fi|pi so^p. w 
.<^ieoR|^ tiidlik^ 
y^wwjjyi^ 1 hi9^,.fipi9k tl^^ 

'^ Certainly, if you wish it,'' reptttdi her 
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friend ; " but surety it will tire you, though 
I have not much more to relate : had I not 
better defer it till to-morrow ?" 
^ ** I may not be alive to hear it then,'* 
sad Tabby ; " hO, no, pray begin now ; I 
promise you not to go to sleep again.'' 
; ! " Well then," said Tib, " as you are so 
eager to hear it, I wUi finish my mournful 
story as soon as I can. 
"The Aale which I told you of lasted 
' three or four days, during which time I re- 
mained in the house till I saw every bit pf 
furniture taken out of it, and when the I^st 
thing was removed, the potters began ag^iu 
to inquire what was to become of me^— 
VGive her to us,' said some idfe boys ^o 
were standing about the door, ^ we will do': 
for her.' One man, more humane than 
f the re^, at ibsi objected to my Miiig given 
up to thfftm, but, on condition thsi^ they 
were not to km me, I was at lehgth put 
into ihetr Immfe. Oflen have I thought 
since, liiougb he'^imagined he ^vaK doing 

I 
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me « kndoess by mdi:ing tbi^s oosiisHuon m 
m3F)>?haIf, I should not. have suffered half 
so much had tbf^ been aUovrtd to kUl me 
<|wte. It wal^a ni^^ht of some publie re- 
joicing I belieir^^ thoi^h of mudi grief to 
me^ for th^e were hoafiras noA Ulimmia- 
tioos aU over the town, and these cruel 
l|qys seemed to think it their sport to ixest 
me ill, and that they wereiieeBAed to do 
ao ; for 6m% i^ey hung me up to a hough of 
a tree, and h^t measlonga&they ^ngfat 
I could bear it, then tied a( cmcker rlmnd 
my neck, which,. a$ it went off, singed my 
back and eaits, very much, and, to complete- 
the whole, th^y carried me towards a lar^ 
bonfire, into which they, kept driyipg me, 
and, with the most sav^^e cruelty^ burst 
into a loud laiigh every tiaie the firepaugbt 
hold of any of my hairs. Oh 1 you don^t 
know what I then suffered ; even the^re^ 
collection of it quite overcomes me/* 

^' I cannot bear to hfsar iV^ retmnMd het 
friend, ^' I feel myback and every«boDe»in 
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my sMn: ddie as you tebte ilf ; Oft ! ti6w 
macb tncte hftve yon gbi^ thpougb-l^an I 
efserdid. But p¥ay tell me how you es^ 
caped witJi yoi\ir life frem such cruel crea- 
tures?^' 

** Afier'«uflferifig^thus I dare say half ah 
hour/' «aid 'Pibs "and being driven back- 
msai and forw£^s throng the^aiaesi and 
which iwhioed me to the erudition t^S^ '. 

m «when weMettheo&er di^i a geti^snan j 

vliiov^m wdh^nrg^ Jbiy ssiw what they^we^e | 

fibQiUt, ^ «id misiiilg hid voice, he thr^t^ 
eMd tbem with a very severe pumsbln^t 
if thisy did notdeslet. He seetio^ to be 
•a person of cixisequerice ; for the ih<:«rietft 
lye ^ame amongst them, ecich endeavoured 
to throw thie blame upc^ the other, end I, 
during the reprimand he was kind eiioiigh 
to give them on my account, got awdy as 
f^t as my sufferings would let me. My 
trembling limbs scarcely carried me froin 
Ae sight of the fWe, before I fell down 
quite sick and &int with the pain I felt ; 

i2 
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evexy jcme who passed seemed too mwh 
ei^aged with the festivity and ^joyment 
of the evening to observe me ; and when I 
was a little recovered, I could ooly slowly 
crawll»ward the first place in which I 
thought I could be safe : this was a miser- 
able shed, used only to put dirt and ashes 
in. Here I laid for two or three days, 
neaiiy exhausted for want of food, tmd 
wondering that I lived so long. While 
popdering ov^r the various events of my 
life, xny memory recalled the histmy 
which you had formerly given me of jour's, 
I thought of the sunny wall, and anxiously 
wished to be there once more with you, 
• but that,* thought I, ^ is impossible ; my 
lifiehd, before now, is ho mcHre; happy 
should I be to be by her side wherever her 
bones are now lying ; and- as^iiisensf ble to 
all that is passing around me, 1 am now 
convinced tlmt she did not exaggerate 
when she madethe hutoan race worse tim 
the brutes. Oh! if I could but once mofe 
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ftiwi mt th^ #w:« in whicl\. sl^p ^tqldiua 
«o, tftei^ waidd I jwrjtii .to dra^ pay.la* 
tiveat^f and, with /my dyi^^g "^P^ds, bear 
iwiti^esM^ ttris ttVLiii ! T^ien mounting to 
the top of the heap of dirt by. which I laid, 
to my great surprise I discovered thaffi 
was nearly closie to the weUnknown spot, 
^qd saw you siting m the same pluce ; ft)r^ 
though changed by age, 1 could pot be 
tniatalcen; I knew yow grave look^jtijfd 
your tail twisted roijind ywtfeet, the ^Xf^ 
attitude in which 1 used to see you so 
many years ago. At this sij^ffi tny f€^ 
ings rarived, f^, determined to madtiie 
one more effiMt, I resolved l^ cosie and 
bi^eathe my last at your feet/* 

^ InsteEKi of which/^ interrupted ^ 
Tabby, " you ttfe come tp witness toy de- 
parture, aAd I )ain glad of it^ my fiieii^ ; 
you ha^ many years yet to livey and,' 
under the eare of Gecttge, witl never again 
experieniie tiie:»^,ti^eagE^^ have re- 
ceived ;-;'^ttay yoa end yocfr Kfe with him, 

.13 
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and as hapiHly as I sl^dl cloae nitoe.: Sorely 
I have lived long enouji^, and« compared 
to your'S) though I have seen so -many 
more yeai*s, my Ufe has not been\so ftiU a£ 
vicissitudes as I at first imi^iiiad* But 
come, let us retire to the,^fcet| for per^. 
haps the last night which we shall spend:- 
togethjor; yet alas I'' contiaued she, oa 
recollecting tlijp b^P^ she was in, ^^ I caii-» 
QOt, eyen mpvc^'to get to the closet ; I find 
lliy.liaibs too sti^.^' 

, :*^ Iiiet Dfi :&«» renfiain Jiefe,^^ si^ Tib, 
^hhig (9 pbserve }m imJ^d m w^afc ; 
'^ y^ #idl lie clope to Bfiy side, Md rest 
fmr lfl»d ttfiofn my bach, now very well 
able to bearyou^ andlfaej|||iirth6ie isali 
x^a^^gs&m^ sufficiently '^orprfevent youvi 
fitf^ig;ita hard piHow>?^ : : 

«' Oh r'dliid Tabby, in a fiift« voke, '' I^ 
cannoi wirii for a better; but can yoD? 
sle^t my dear, thus sti*etcjMd> out ?'' 

'^ V-ety comfortably,^^ returned , the 
other, •* if Iflndyouare.notawake.V 



" Goodnight, then, my beloved friend/* 
said Tabby, " to-morro v morning, if I . 
am alive, I shall be better able to express 
my thanks/' ^ 

" I wish you may rest well,*' said Tiby 
speaking kindly, '*- and be sure to wake me 
iimnediately, if you want any thing, and 
what is in my power to procure, you shall 
have**' 

bThe poor old Tabby was too i*ar he? 
end to answer, and before the momii^i 
jsfae had closed her eyes for ^er;- tirl^oi^ 
T%'s knowitig any thing >of it; ml^^^peiib^^ 
w^re her last iisoments, ! that she we^f 
moved her l^ad imm the back of h^ 
friend, and- it wsi^ not till the morning \\^%, 
darted into the eye^'of Tib, that lAe b^^iai 
to fear this might havebe^ the^csustfe, find^i 
iilg she bad flat alterisd her postui^alt the 
njight.;, i:^ '■'^^•/ ;ior;:-;>i 

' . ^^ Are youJl^ake>'^ said she, y^nti^iring 
gently tor turn herh<^d round;) but she re- 
ceived no answer, and tod p&ibi^ ^vr^Stse 
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cattse, on l^holding tlie fifeli^ , body 
ef her friend. Her . piteous cries. ^ soon 
awakefied Ge<Mrgf , who hastfly arose and 
came. down jstairs, fearing that his fevourUe 
was worse ; but when he saw hw extended 
on the cold bric^ks, he would iiave blamed 
pOQt Tib as the cause, had he not seen that 
she, wtts grieving as much as himself. She 
licked the back of her departed frigid, 
then tried to raise her head, till, failing in 
die eSbrt, ^e laid herself down, and 
mournfully mewed over her cold i^mains. 
Gieoi^^s teiars flowed afresh «tt this sight. 
** My de^ Tabby,*' said he, " if I had put 
you into your baslcet last «ight, perhapii^ 
vou would not have died ; Oh \ how I wish 
I had '! how careless it was of me not to do^ 
«o, when t knew you were not able to 

• 

move towards it;— and you, my pcx>r 
pussy,'* continued he, stroking poor Tib 
eppn the back, /* you have lost your 
friend too, but you shall stay hefe H yoii 
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tike, thodgh you must not expect me e^kt 
. to lovie you as I did her." 

Tib looked up with a nkdsuficholy ah", 
and, as if to thank him, she tried to lick 
^is hand i but again turning to her friend, 
all her grief seemed renewed, • • r 

At this moment Geoige^s mother came 
down stairs. ** What is the matter?'- said 
she, seeing him in tears, ** and how came 
you up so early ?'* 'V ■ 

" Oh mother, my poor Tabby is dead !^ 
said he, ^' look here, she is stretched out 
upon the cold bricks, and it is my fault, . 
bebause I forgot to put her into the basket 
last night/' * 

' •* What, poor thing I is she dead ?'' said 
hlsi mother; " I was afraid she would not i 

'*'•"'*■ ' ' I 

live lohg, she seem^ so very ill yesterday.. j 

But, my dear, don't say so; her being { 

^ut itito the basket would hot have saved 
her life, perhaps only prolonged her suf* 
fei'ings; and now she has felt but little ; you 
must consider how old she was when first 
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«fae 4^me l^re^ and how mtny yeass you 
have had her. She, began to be t<^ £^bfe, 
and you could iK)tex|iect herlio lii^e for 
^vier/^ 

George coirid not receive much oam<^ 
fort from this tspeeehy but he felt more 
ivhile fitrokisig Tib, and sharing in iier 
jgcief. 

^M'll alii^^ays keep thb cati mother,'^ 
said he, '^ she has been so fond cf I'afaby^ 
tmd you<rari^t diiiik how she was gtienng 
^ her when I can^ down/* 

" Yes/^ said she» *' that you shall doif 
it is any pleasure ;to ymXi my dear;; but 
pray don't cry so, I cannot bear-to see it, 
aand reaiemh!^, after all, it is but ^ cat you 
are shedding so many teaar s for : i t ds wrong 
to grieve for what is of so little ccmse- 
quence." > 

^' Oh do not say vay Tabby was of . K ttte 
consequence, dearnrdliieri^' said he ;^^ bttt 
I will not cry my^m^fte^ if I mtnirelp it;^^ 
« Ihat'oiA goi^ bayr ' ^^aid^iibe, ^* and 
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HOW h^ me ti^ light the fim mid get the 
breakfest, and well move the poor Tabby 
'•ut ef ► t\m w»y5 tiM you come home at 
twelve o'clock^ and then you shaK bmy 
her in the yard, if you like ;^ and she then 
took up the body^ aoid carried it into the 
basket, i» which poor Tabby had passed 
so naany mght» ; ** thfere, poor cat,** saitf 
^k»j ^ I am sorry yoo are dead, for your 
03#n ssdie, as well ai^ for CJeorge's, but it is 
what I hove- a long time expected.*' 

Tib followed the remains of her friend 
with a heavy- heart ; nor could George pre- 
vai} upon her .to leave them to partake of 
his break&i^, or even to eat the milk which 
he brought to the basket for that purpose : 
" Poor thing !*' said he, " how much she 
feejt the loss of her friend ; I can't per- 
suade ber to* eat/' 

, J? After dtm is buried, my dear, she will," 
returned his mother; '^ biit it is timei ht 
y/>u togo to sebooL I promise you not to 
put her into ite gv^iixid tiil y^mr return, 
3 
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and perhaps you can get <me of the boys 
to write her an epitaph." 

" So 1 will, mother," said he ; and in 
the biuiness of the morning,. George nearly 
foi^t his sorrows ; nordid he comehome. 
without procuring what he wished. 

Having-borpowed a spade, he, with the 
assistance of his mother, dug a grave for 
his much-lamented favourite, over which 
he placed the fblloMring Unes, furnished 
by one of his school-fellows, written on a 
large piece of paper: 

Here lies George'a poor olil l^bby, 
yiho, Ibo' not buried iii WestminsteivAbbejr, 
Deierves to have her mne ncorded . 
In lines like iheae, tbo' better voiced; 
But siiice no a^ler poet's found, 
I'll enly add, she's under ground. 

Poor Tib and himself were sin 
moumosat her funeral ;-*and i^ker&is 
Uibute of affection to her memory, i 
felt themselves still more necessary to < 
qther. George liked to have Tib ali 
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with him, because she reminded him of 
her friend, and, for the same reason, Tib 
liked to bie with him, and under his care 
she resolved to spend the remainder of her 
life. She would l;iave no one now to whom 
to relate them should she go in quest of 
feither adventures ; but the late severe suf- 
ferings she had experienced, and the death 
of her beloved frieiid, had deadened her to 
every desire of seeing more of the world— 
and George had the melancholy pleasure 
of burjring her in the grave of her frienc^ 
some few yeiars afteh 
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